JUNE  23-29,  1991 
VOLUME  1 8 
NO.  46 


BIPAD:  65498 

liSlllHi 

FOR  SEVENTEEN  YEARS,  THE  LESBIAN  AND  GAY  WEEKLY 


ILGA  conference 
cancelled 

Activists  on  an  international  level  are  expressing 
shock  and  anger  on  the  cancellation  of  the  Thirteenth 
World  Conference  of  the  Internatonal  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Association 


By  Jacob  Smith  Yang 

GUADALAJARA,  Mexico — Gay  and 
lesbian  rights  activists  worldwide  were 
shocked  and  angered  by  the  announcement  of 
the  cancellation  of  the  upcoming  Thirteenth 
World  Conference  of  the  International 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Association  (ILGA).  The 
decision  to  cancel  the  event  resulted  from  a 
June  12  statement  by  Guadalajara’s  mayor, 
which  threatened  to  use  police  force  to  close 
the  conference. 

Despite  the  short  notice,  plans  are  being 
made  for  an  alternative  ILGA  Solidarity 
Conference,  to  be  held  in  Acapulco  on  the 
same  dates,  June  30-July  6. 

“We  are  outraged  by  the  actions  of  the 
homophobic  authorities  here,”  said  Jorge 
Romero  Mendoza,  one  of  the  conference 
organizers.  “But  they  must  not  think  we  will 
be  stopped  from  fighting  them,”  Mendoza 
said.  “We  urge  everybody  to  demonstrate  at 
their  local  Mexican  embassy.” 

U.S.  gay  and  lesbian  rights  activists  moved 
quickly  to  protest  the  events  that  precipitated 
the  World  Conference’s  cancellation. 
Demonstrations  were  held  outside  the 
Mexican  Consulate  in  San  Francisco  and 
outside  the  Mexican  Embassy  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  on  June  13  and  14  respectively. 

ILGA  officers  have  also  urged  people  to 
write  letters  of  protest  to  local  Mexican 
embassies  and  officials  in  Guadalajara. 

Mayor  renegs 

According  to  Robert  Bray,  director  of 
public  information  at  the  National  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Task  Force  (NGLTF),  ILGA 
organizers  chose  Guadalajara  as  a  conference 
site  specifically  because  they  knew  of  the 
regional  prevalence  of  homophobia.  By 
holding  the  conference  there,  they  hoped  to 
increase  gay  visibility  and  acceptance  in  the 
local  media  and  among  the  public  at  large. 

As  the  conference  date  grew  near, 
however,  anti-gay  sentiment  intensified  with 
articles  in  the  media,  comments  by  local 
officials  and  the  appearance  of  anti-gay 
posters  and  graffiti.  Conference  organizers 
began  receiving  frequent  death  threats,  and 
right-wing  elements  threatened  to  disrupt  the 
conference. 

Wanting  to  ensure  the  delegates’  personal 
safety,  organizers  attempted  to  secure  police 
protection  for  the  conference.  Guadalajara’s 
Mayor  Gabriel  Covarrubias  Ibarra  had 
initially  said  that  he  would  not  permit 
aggression  against  the  people  attending  the 
conference,  even  though  he  found  the 
conference  morally  offensive  to  the 
community.  (Sec  GCN,  Vol.  18,  No. 38.) 

Yet  two  weeks  before  the  conference  was 
to  begin — despite  support  from  Mexico’s 
President  Salinas  de  Cortari  and  the  National 
Commission  on  Human  Rights — it  became 
obvious  that  it  was  impossible  to  guarantee 
the  delegates’  saftey  in  Guadalajara. 

On  June  12,  Ibarra  announced  that  he  had 
changed  his  official  position  on  the 
conference.  In  addition  to  saying  that  he 
would  now  withhold  police  protection  of  the 
conference,  Ibarra  further  said  that  he 


planned  to  order  police  to  arrest  delegates  on 
the  grounds  of  “immoral  behavior.”  He  also 
forced  the  hotel  hosting  the  conference  to 
cancel  its  contract  with  ILGA  and  threatened 
to  close  any  other  hotel  that  agreed  to  host 
the  event. 

The  mayor  of  neighboring  Zapopan  City 
and  the  governor  of  the  state  of  Jalisco  joined 
Ibarra  in  threatening  ILGA  delegates  with 
arrest.  This  left  ILGA  organizers  with  no 
possibility  of  holding  the  conference  in  the 
Guadalajara  area. 

“After  trying  every  possible  way  to  save 
the  conference,  it  was  decided  with  great 
sadness  by  the  organizing  committee  that  the 
conference  had  to  be  cancelled,”  said  ILGA 
Information  Secretary  Micha  Ramakers. 

“These  problems  show  how  much  the 
international  lesbian  and  gay  movement  is 
needed,”  said  ILGA  co-secretary  general  Lisa 
Power.  “Neither  the  Mexican  authorities  nor 
any  others  will  stop  us  fighting  oppression 
and  homophobia,”  said  Power.  “The  loss  of 
the  conference  only  increases  our 
determination.” 

Acapulco  after  all 

ILGA  officials  announced  June  20  that 
ILGA  will  hold  a  Thirteenth  Annual 
Conference  in  Acapulco,  Mexico.  Officers 
decided  that  this  alternative  conference 
would  not  be  considered  an  official  ILGA 
World  Conference  because  of  the  earlier 
cancellation  and  the  inability  of  many 
delegates  to  attend.  No  constitutional  matters, 
such  as  elections  or  ratification  of  new 
members,  will  take  place  in  Acapulco. 

ILGA’s  next  World  Conference  is 
scheduled  to  be  held  in  Paris  in  1992. 

“It  is  difficult  to  pull  together  any  kind  of 
world  action  in  two  weeks,”  said  NGLTF’s 
Bray,  who  serves  as  ILGA’s  U.S.  membership 
coordinator. 

Bray  said  that  Mexico’s  National  Human 
Rights  Commission  had  originally  suggested 
Acapulco  as  the  site  of  the  World  conference, 
but  that  ILGA  opted  for  Guadalajara, 
partially  because  the  organization  feared 
Acapulco  would  be  too  expensive  and  was 
too  Americanized  to  reflect  the  international 
outlook  of  the  conference. 

Paradoxically,  the  lost  struggle  over  having 
the  World  Conference  in  Guadalajara  served 
to  accomplish  one  of  ILGA’s  objective’s  in 
holding  one  there:  the  international  uproar 
over  the  conference’s  cancellation  has 
brought  discussion  of  gay  and  lesbian  issues 
to  Mexico’s  mainstream  media  and  society. 

“Lesbians  and  gay  men  have  left  the 
criminal  sections  of  the  newspapers,  and  are 
now  in  the  general  news  sections,”  said 
Mendoza  of  the  conference  organizing 
committee. 

‘Broaden  our  vision’ 

The  sudden  cancellation  of  ILGA’s  World 
Conference  came  at  a  time  when  the 
international  organization  is  facing  a 
desperate  financial  crisis.  Nigel  Warner  of  the 
ILGA  Financial  Secretariat  in  London  told 
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Victim  of  harassment 
arrested  by  police 

Police  have  ‘no  idea’  how  a  Massachusetts  PWA's  collarbone 
got  broken 


By  Ed  Boyce 

MARSHFIELD,  Mass. — A  gay  man  with 
AIDS  is  accusing  his  neighbors  of  trying  to 
run  him  out  of  the  neighborhood  only  days 
after  he  moved  into  this  small  coastal  town 
south  of  Boston.  David  Courtney  also  says 
that  the  Marshfield  Police  beat  him  following 
an  incident  with  his  neighbors. 

Courtney  said  that  on  June  3,  a  number  of 
neighborhood  children,  ages  10-14,  arrived 
outside  his  ground  floor  apartment  window 
and  began  harassing  him  and  making  lewd 
gestures.  According  to  Courtney,  some  of  the 
boys  mooned  him  and  one  girl  spread  her 
legs,  pointed  to  her  crotch  and  said,  “Hey, 
have  you  ever  had  any  of  this?”  Courtney 
said  that  he  shouted  at  them,  saying  “that’s 
disgusting,”  and  told  them  to  “get  lost.” 

According  to  a  June  13  story  in  the 
Kingston  Reporter ,  the  mother  of  one  of  the 
children  called  Marshfield  police  to  complain 
that  Courtney  was  yelling  at  the  kids.  A  short 
time  later,  three  Marshfield  police  officers 
arrived  at  Courtney’s  apartment.  Courtney 
told  GCN  that  the  officers,  who  were  wearing 
rubber  gloves,  banged  on  his  door  so  loudly 
that  he  was  afraid  they  were  going  to  knock  it 
in.  He  said  that  when  he  opened  the  door,  the 
officers  started  clubbing  him  with  their 
nightsticks,  beat  him  to  the  ground  and 
arrested  him. 

Courtney  was  taken  to  the  police  station 
and  held  overnight,  where  he  claims  he  was 
not  allowed  access  to  his  AZT,  not  given  any 
medical  assistance  for  his  injuries,  nor  given 
food  for  15  hours.  The  next  morning, 
Courtney  was  taken  to  court  where,  on  the 
advice  of  his  public  defender,  he  pleaded 
guilty  to  the  charge  of  “disorderly  conduct” 
and  was  fined  $100. 

“I  only  pleaded  guilty  to  get  out  of  there,” 
said  Courtney.  “The  attorney  they  gave  me 
said  that  was  the  only  way  I  was  gonna  get 
out  of  there  anytime  soon,  and  I  needed  my 
AZT  and  I  needed  to  go  to  the  hospital.” 
After  his  release,  Courtney  was  taken  by  his 
mother  to  Jordan  Hospital  in  Plymouth, 
where  he  was  treated  for  a  broken  collar  bone 


and  multiple  abrasions. 

Sergeant  Crowley,  a  spokesperson  for  the 
Marshfield  Police  Department  and 
Courtney’s  arresting  officer,  told  GCN  that 
Courtney  was  irrational  and  uncontrollable 
when  police  went  to  his  home  to  “question 
him  regarding  a  complaint  they  had 
received.”  Crowley  denied  that  the  police 
officers  beat  Courtney  with  nightsticks,  but 
said  they  had  to  “restrain  him  because  he 
resisted  arrest.”  Crowley  said  he  “has  no 
idea”  how  Courtney’s  collarbone  was  broken. 
Crowley  would  not  comment  on  whether 
Courtney  was  denied  food,  his  AZT,  or 
medical  treatment  while  he  was  detained. 

Captain  Lopes  of  the  Marshfield  Police, 
who  Crowley  said  was  the  only  person  who 
could  answer  such  questions,  declined  to  be 
interviewed  by  phone  and  neglected  to  attend 
a  pre-arranged  meeting  in  Marshfield. 
However,  Lopes  is  quoted  in  the  Kingston 
Reporter  as  saying,  “The  guy  was  erratic  and 
was  screaming  obscenities.  I  have  no 
problem  with  the  way  things  were  handled.  I 
don’t  know  how  he  got  those  marks,  but  he 
did  not  get  them  from  the  Marshfield  police.” 

Courtney  said  that  because  he  was 
effectively  coerced  into  admission  of  guilt,  he 
will  try  to  get  his  conviction  overturned. 
Courtney  has  enlisted  the  assistance  of  the 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center’s  Victim 
Recovery  Program  and  may  be  legally  repre¬ 
sented  by  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates 
and  Defenders. 

Community  reaction 

In  the  wake  of  the  incident,  Courtney  said 
that  he  has  heard  that  some  of  his  neighbors 
want  to  try  to  force  him  out  of  town.  Doris 
Bishop,  Courtney’s  landlord,  told  GCN  that 
the  maintenance  director  of  the  Castle  Green 
Condo  Association  has  “made  it  very  clear  to 
me  that  the  tenants  want  him  out.”  Bishop 
said  that  members  of  the  condo  association 
have  been  making  up  “ridiculous”  allegations 
about  Courtney.  She  added  that  she  believes 
Courtney’s  version  of  events  and  will  be 
“standing  by  him  all  the  way.”  Echoed 
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From  a  safer  sex  pamphlet  for  gay  male  prostitutes  in  Brazil 


NEWSNOTES 


Quote  of  the  week 

“All  we  are  talking  about  is  using  both 
male  and  female  constructions  to  refer  to  the 
attributes  of  God.  God  created  both  man  and 
woman  in  his  likeness... .Why  have  we 
chosen  to  make  God  a  guy  who  looks  like 
Cardinal  O’Connor?” 

— Frances  Kissling,  refuting  New  York's 
Cardinal  John  O’Connor’s  claims  that  God 
is  indisputably  male,  in  the  Boston  Globe. 
Kissling,  who  is  president  of  Catholics  for  a 
Free  Choice,  was  joined  by  members  of  the 
National  Organization  for  Women  in 
criticizing  O’Connor’s  Father’s  Day  sermon 
in  which  he  said,  "We  have  no  right  to 
reconstruct  it  as  we  like  or  choose.  We  are 
not  authorized  to  change  'Our  Father’  into 
'Our  Mother.”'  Said  NOW’s  Melodie  Bahan, 
"This  is  so  bizarre,  I  had  to  laugh.” 

U.S.  denounced  at  AIDS 
conference 

FLORENCE,  Italy — Throughout  the 
Seventh  Annual  International  AIDS 
Conference,  held  here  June  16-22,  the  United 
States  government  was  denounced  for 
reinstating  an  immigration  policy  that 
prohibits  people  with  HIV/AIDS  from 
traveling  or  immigrating  to  the  U.S. 

Organizers  have  threatened  to  cancel  next 
year’s  conference,  to  be  hosted  by  the 
Harvard  AIDS  Institute,  if  the  Bush 
administration  fails  to  revoke  the  policy  by 
August  3. 

In  a  telephone  interview  from  Florence, 
Alan  Fein,  executive  director  of  the  Harvard 
AIDS  Institute  told  GCN,  “It  is  clear  that 
there  is  a  unanimous  disapproval  of  the 
United  States’  immigration  policy.”  Fein  said 
that  nearly  everyone  who  spoke  at  the 
conference  took  an  opportunity  to  decry  the 
discriminatory  U.S.  policy. 

The  continued  exclusion  of  people  with 
HTV/AIDS  from  the  U.S.  raises  the  question 
of  whether  or  not  the  Harvard  AIDS  Institute 
will  be  able  to  host  the  1992  conference.  The 
World  Health  Organization,  one  of  the 
conference’s  sponsors,  has  said  it  would  not 
support  the  conference  if  it  were  held  in  a 
country  with  such  immigration  barriers.  A 
letter  sent  by  the  Harvard  AIDS  Institute  to 
each  of  8000  conference  participants  in 
Florence  said,  “If  this  cancellation  [of  the 
1992  conference]  occurs,  the  resulting  year’s 
delay  in  progress  against  AIDS  will  be  the 
responsibility  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States.” 

Conference  participants  also  criticized  the 
Bush  administration  for  imposing  budget 
restrictions  a  week  before  the  conference. 
The  restrictions  resulted  in  the  Public  Health 
Service’s  last-minute  decision  to  halve  the 
size  of  its  delegation  of  federal  scientists 
from  400  to  200. 

According  to  the  New  York  Times,  federal 
officials  were  seen  on  the  first  day  of  the 
conference  “scurrying”  to  negotiate  refunds 
for  hotel-room  deposits  and  the  registration 
fee,  which  was  as  high  as  $700  a  person. 
Conference  organizers  said  registration  fees 
were  non-refundable,  and  that  it  was  not 
immediately  clear  if  any  money  was  saved. 

“There  is  a  feeling  that  this  is  a  concerted 
effort  to  undo  collaboration  between 
scientists  from  the  United  States  and  those 
from  other  countries,”  said  Fein. 

Increasing  numbers  of  scientists  and  AIDS 
activists  have  questioned  whether  the  cost  of 
the  International  AIDS  Conference,  $8.5 
million  this  year,  could  not  be  better  spent  on 
AIDS/HIV  treatment  and  education 
programs.  Members  of  several  ACT  UP 
chapters  in  Europe  and  the  U.S.  have  held 
demonstrations  outside  this  year’s 
conference,  as  they  did  last  year  in  San 
Francisco. 

Organizers,  however,  maintain  that  the 
conference  is  an  opportunity  for  scientists, 
health  care  providers  and  activists  to 
exchange  ideas,  findings  and  scientific 
developments.  The  conferences  have  also 
been  praised  for  including  input  from  PWAs 
on  the  social,  political  and  economic  aspects 
of  AIDS/HIV. 

“This  is  a  very  important  conference,” 
said  Fein.  “Cancelling  it  would  be  a  serious 
blow  to  efforts  to  advance  AIDS  research, 
treatment  and  prevention.” 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 

Louisiana  adopts 
strictest  U.S.  anti¬ 
choice  law 

BATON  ROGUE,  La. — Overriding  a  veto 
by  Gov.  Buddy  Roemer,  the  Louisiana 
legislature  adopted  the  country’s  strictest 
abortion  law  on  June  18.  Many  pro-choice 
activists  anticipate  that  a  court  challenge  of 
the  law,  which  prohibits  virtually  all 


abortions  in  Louisiana,  will  be  used  as  a  test 
case  to  attempt  to  overturn  Roe  v.  Wade. 

According  to  the  New  York  Times,  the  new 
measure  outlaws  abortions  except  in  cases 
where  the  mother  might  otherwise  die  or 
where  victims  of  rape  or  incest  have  met 
certain  criteria.  Physicians  convicted  of 
performing  abortions  can  face  prison 
sentences  of  up  to  10  years  and  fines  of  up  to 
$100,000. 

“Our  lives  were  traded  for  political  votes,” 
said  Angela  Woods,  vice  president  of 
Louisiana  Choice,  an  affiliate  of  the  National 
Abortion  Rights  Action  League  (NARAL). 
Woods  told  GCN  that  pro-choice  supporters 
“are  outraged  at  the  travesty  of  justice  that 
took  place.” 

Roemer  vetoed  the  legislation  June  14, 
saying  the  bill  “dishonors  women,  shows 
great  mistrust  of  doctors  and  unduly 
traumatizes  victims  of  rape.” 

Last  year,  Roemer  vetoed  two  similarly 
restrictive  abortion  bills  (see  GCN,  vol.  18, 
no.  5)  and  was  sustained  in  the  Senate.  But 
the  Senate  voted  29-9  to  override  Roemer ’s 
veto  of  the  latest  bill,  and  the  House  quickly 
followed  suit  with  a  vote  of  76  to  25. 

The  legislature’s  vote  marks  the  first  time 
in  this  century  that  a  Louisiana  governor’s 
veto  has  been  successfully  overridden. 

Woods  attributed  the  legislature’s 
whirlwind  override  to  the  lobbying  efforts  of 
members  of  the  Catholic  church. 

“Nuns  were  running  around,  bishops  were 
making  phone  calls,”  said  Woods.  “The 
church  has  such  a  stronghold  on  the  capital, 
and  because  of  that  women  will  die.” 

Woods  said  that  one  abortion  clinic  in 
Shreveport  has  already  closed  down  and  has 
been  referring  women  to  an  abortion  clinic  in 
Texas.  She  also  said  that  the  director  of  a 
Baton  Rogue  abortion  clinic  has  already 
received  calls  inquiring  about  how  women 
can  perform  self-abortion  techniques. 

Attorney  General  William  Guste  said  that 
the  law  will  not  go  into  effect  for  60  days. 
Meanwhile,  a  federal  judge  set  July  23  as  the 
date  for  hearings  that  call  for  an  injunction. 

“The  Louisiana  law  will  definitely  be 
challenged  in  court,”  said  Dawn  Johnsen, 
NARAL’s  legal  director. 

Meanwhile,  Woods  said  that  Rep.  Woody 
Jenkins,  the  law’s  major  proponent,  has 
already  introduced  a  resolution  that  would 
strip  the  bill  of  its  exceptions. 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 

N.Y.  activists  arrested 

NEW  YORK  CITY — Sixteen  people  were 
arrested  when  a  coalition  of  more  than  350 
AIDS  activists  marched  on  the  United 
Nations  June  19.  Led  by  members  of  ACT 
UP/New  York  and  Women’s  Health  Action 
Mobilization  (WHAM!),  the  coalition 
denounced  New  York  City  budget  cuts  and 
appealed  for  disaster  relief  from  the  United 
Nations  Disaster  Relief  Organization 
(UNDRO)  and  the  World  Health 
Organization  (WHO).  (See  GCN  Vol.  18, 
No.  45.) 

Demonstrators  marched  along  42nd  Street 
carrying  placards  that  read,  “AIDS  Relief 
Now.”  Police  attempted  to  disperse  the 
march  when  protesters  arrived  at  the  United 
Nations.  Participants  have  charged  that  the 
police  used  excessive  force  and  randomly 
selected  people  for  arrest. 

“This  is  an  outrage,”  said  ACT  UP 
member  Laurie  Cotter.  “The  first  people 
arrested  were  PWAs  who  were  walking  in  a 
legal  picket  on  the  sidewalk.” 

One  PWA  was  charged  with  assault  of  a 
police  officer,  who  alleges’  his  uniform  was 
ripped.  A  witness  said  that  the  PWA  charged 
with  assault  was  fatigued,  and  had  either  sat 
down  or  collapsed  when  the  officer  arrested 
him.  He  and  one  other  protester,  who  may 
have  had  an  outstanding  arrest  warrant,  were 
held  by  police. 

The  other  14  arrested  protesters  were 
released  after  being  charged  with  disorderly 
conduct. 

Both  UNDRO  and  WHO  issued  separate 
statements  that  expressed  their  solidarity 
with  the  protesters.  “Governments  have  a 
responsibility  for  the  health  of  their  people 
which  can  be  fulfilled  only  by  the  provision 
of  adequate  health  and  social  measures,”  the 
WHO  statement  read. 


— Jacob  Smith  Yang 
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AS  EASY  AS  A  MAC  BUT  RUNS  ON 
YOUR  IBM  AT  OR  COMPATIBLE 

"Bookkeeping  By  Design" 
Accounting  Software 

•  Runs  under  MS  Windows  (included) 

•  With  A/P,  A/R,  G/L  Payroll.  Invoicing 

•  Accepts  entries  for  any  period 
•  Installation  available  on  your  hardware 

•  Or  ask  about  our  complete  systems 

Special  introductory  Price:  $595 
Demo  Disk:  $10  VISA,  MC 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 
(617)  445-8130 


biCKlf  MOOUTD 


•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS,  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTS 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


Help  fight  violence 
against  lesbians 
and  gay  men! 

Volunteers  are  needed  by  the 
Victim  Recovery  Program  at  the 
Fenway  Community 
Health  Center  to: 

•  be  a  victim  advocate 
•  help  coordinate 
Don 't  Be  a  Victim  workshops 
°  plan  Hate  Crimes 
Awareness  day. 


for  more  information  on  these  and 
other  volunteer  opportunities  call 
Joyce  Collier  at  267-0900  X  315 


DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 

CHIROPRACTOR 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday 
appointments  available 

232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  AAA 


General  Dentistry 

John  C.  Barna,  dmd 

581  Boylston  Street  4th  floor 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


•  Individual  •  Group  ‘  Couple 

Allan  Singer  L.I.C.S.W. 

Psychotherapist 

Copley  Sg.  Boston,  MA  (617)  266-2240 
Health  insurance  accepted 


The  Center  for 
Popular  Economics 

presents  two  institutes  for 
activists,  organizers,  and 
educators  who  want  basic 
training  in  progressive 
economic  analysis 

International  Institute  Aug.  4-7 
Smith  College,  Northampton,  MA 

This  new  Institute  provides  an 
indepth  analysis  of  the  dynamics 
and  contradictions  of  the  emerging 
global  economy. 

The  Summer  Institute  Aug.  4-10 
Smith  College,  Northampton,  MA 

Our  Annual  Institute  covers  a  broad 
array  of  economic  issues  using 
class,  race,  and  gender  analysis. 
NO  PREVIOUS  ECONOMICS  TRAINING  NECESSARY 

APPLY  BY  )ULY  19th  TO: 

The  Oilier  for  Popular  Oonomirs 
Box  785 C,  Amherst,  MA  01004 


THE 

BEAN 

GOOSE 


SKI  X  AND  SLOPE 
PRIVATE  BATHS 
SWIMMING  POOL 
TAVERN  ROOM 
JACUZZI 


FOR  WOMEN 


Sunapee  Region 
New  Hampshire 
(603)  456-3144 


The  Bean  Goose  (ben  goos)  1  .a  bed  and  breakfast 
inn  offering  country  charm.  2.  a  vocation  or 
weekend  retreat  in  lake  and  mountain  region.  3. 
elegant  linens,  antiques  and  gourmet  breakfast... 

MASTERCARD  &  VISA 

90  minutes  from  Boston 


Womencrafts 


"Out  of  the  Alley  and  onto  the  Street" 
Our  New  Home  376  Commercial  St. 
(comer/Pearl)  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
508-487-2501 
Still  Your  One  Stop  for 
Jewelry,  Books,  Music  &  More  ! 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates,  P.C. 

•  David  R.  Lund 

•  Barbara  Macy 

•  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning/ 
Wills  •  Real  Estate  Transactions  • 
Domestic  Relationships  •  Discrimination 
•  Probate  of  Estates  •  Driving  Under  the 
Influence  •  Business  Representation  • 
Relationship  Agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Pracitice  of  Law  • 
Condo  Conversion 

529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  266-0760 


COMMUNITY  GUIDE 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgeriy  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

7  Haviland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)267-0900x413 

ARCHITECTS 

MULLIKEN  ARCHITECTS  INC. 

161  Mass.  Ave.,  Suite  312 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)266-1123 
Jeffrey  Mulliken,  A1A 

AUTO  BODY 

Did  you  know  you  are  not 
required  to  have  your  car 
repaired  at  an  insurance 
recommended  repair  shop? 
JACK'S  AUTOBODY 
guarantees  all  work  for  2 
years.  Come  see  us  for  all  of 
your  auto  needs  (617)  320- 
9835,  9-6  M-F 

BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  Broadway 

Cambridge,  MA 

(617)868-3392 

T,  W,  F,  Sat:  10-6,  Th:  12-8 

•Repairs  -Parts  -Work  space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 

673  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)267-3010 

NEW  WORDS:  A  WOMEN'S 
BOOKSTORE 

186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)876-5310 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 

375  Harvard  SI. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

CLEANING 

SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Commercial  &  Residential 
Boston,  Suburbia  Upper  and 
Lower  Cape  Cod 
1-617-669-8629  Message 
24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-617-230-8067  Display 
Excellent  References  - 
I  do  windows  I 

CLEAN  SWEEP 

Residential  cleaning 
Cambridge/Somerville 
References  available 
(617)623-0266 

THE  CLEANING  CREW 

General  cleaning 
Odd  jobs.  References 
Bonded,  Insured 
(508)  657-4894 

COMPUTER 

SERVICES 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 

•  Software  •  Hardware 
Networks  •  Maintenance 

•  Trouble-shooting 
(617)  445-8130  Anytime 

RON'S  HYPERTYPER 

Creative  desktop  publishing/ 
word  processing.  Make  your 
resumes,  manuscripts  and 
flyers  shine.  (617)628-9096 


COUNSELING 

EATING  DISORDERS 
VALERY  ROCKWELL, 

M.Ed.  Anorexia,  Bulimia, 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women.  Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)492-7843 

GREATER  PROVIDENCE  AREA 

Ros  Johnson,  LICSW 
(401)861-6768 
Psychotherapy  &  Consultation 

MIRIAM  ROSENBERG, 

M.D.,  PhD 

Child  and  Adult  Psychiatry 
20  yrs.  serving  lesbians,  gay 
men  and  their  children 
(508)  358-7512 
Close  to  Boston 

FOUNDATIONS 

Newton  Centre, Tim  Rodden, 
MDiv  -  547-5338,  Mark 
Crosby,  MDiv  -  944-3341, 
Gay  affirmative  Pastoral 
counseling/  Psychotherapy 

DEBRA  B.  TRUSKINOFF, 
UCSW 

Indiv,  couples,  groups  -  For 
recovery  from  abuse,  shame, 
incest,  addictions,  losses 
Belmont/Brighton  484-1553 

ANDOVER 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Gerald  Matison,  LICSW 
Jayna  Klatzker,  LICSW 
(508)  475-6950 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

1368  Beacon  St„  Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
(617)739-7860 

STEPHEN  HARRINGTON, 
M.A.  6  Bigelow  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians  S  gay 
men,  individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 

A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St.,  Davis  Sq. 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 

ROHR  BAUGH  ASSOCIATES 

929  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-6110 
Insurance  Accepted,  Fees 
Negotiable 

TAPESTRY,  INC 

20  Sacremento  St. 
CAmbridge,  MA 
(617)  661-0248 

WOMEN'S  COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES  OF 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 

Psychotherapy  services 
for  Metro- West  Lesbians 
(508)443-2329 

DENTISTRY 

DR  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR  PAUL  GROIPEN 
DR  KIRK  BANKHEAD 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Paik,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

DR  JOHN  BARNA 

581  Boylston  St.  4th  floor 
Boston,  MA02199 
(617)  353-1500 

ELECTRICIANS 

ELECTRICAL  WIRING  & 
REPAIR  BY  PAULA  Within 
100-mile  radius  of  Boston. 
24-hr.  servicel  -800-3832978 
MA  lie*  A7299  •  NH  lie#  3697 
ME  lie# 3269  D/B/A  P.Walach 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Square,  MA 
(617)  926-4289 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN/ 
DESKTOP  PUBLISHING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  DESKTOP 
PUBUSHING  SERVICE 

62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  M A  02116 

call  Wayne:  (617)  3531925 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 

309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston.  MA02118 
(617)338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

UNEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 

55  Dartmouth  St.,  Boston 
We  carry  the  complete  Aveda 
Aroma  Therapy  Hair,  Skin 
care  and  Make-up  line 
Tues.  and  Sat.  9-5  Wed.-Fri. 
9-9  Walk-in  or  appt.  247-0202 

HEALTH 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Primary  health  care, 
counseling  HIV  care,  HIV 
testing,  women's  health  care 
7  Haviland  St. 

Boston,  MA02115 
(617)267-0900 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service  Psychotherapy, 
Bodywork,  Movement, 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)  266-8122,  M-Th,  12-7 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER  OF  PORTSMOUTH 

STD  clinic  for  men  and 
women  Mon.  eves.:  free 
anon.,  HIV  counseling  & 
testing.  (603)436-7588 
232  Court  SI. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 

A  gay  physician  specializing 
In  health  care  for  the  gay  & 
lesbian  community 
142  Berkeley  St.  at  Columbus 
Ave.  (617)  247-7555 

HOLISTIC  HEALTH 
SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Acupuncture,  Chiropractic, 
Massage,  Polarity 

7  Haviland  St.  Boston,  MA 
(617)267-0900x269 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 

Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly 
and  special  occasions 
(617)  776-2271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLUNS,  CLU 

Congress  St.,  PO  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 

40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence,  MA  01840 
(508)  6837676 

JOB  COUNSELING 

Help  from  hands-on  public/ 
private  sector  executive- 
business  owner-author-filrrV 
comnTls  actor.  Free  brochure 
&  introductory  session. 
Cambridge/  Boston 
(617)  863-8448 

LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  H. 
MICKELSON 

8  Faneuil  Hall 
Marketplace  5th  FI.  Loft 
Boston,  MA  (617)  367-0414 


LEWINGER,  MASON  A 
DUFFY,  P.C. 

Hingham,  Ma.  (617)  740-1001 
(508)  224-6060 
Serving  Boston,  South  Shore 
to  Provincetown 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 

94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  524-6822 

PROFESSIONAL 

ORGANIZATIONS 

THE  GREATER  BOSTON 
BUSINESS  COUNCIL 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  in 
business  and  the  professions 
"Boston's  Gay  Chamber  of 
Commerce"  24-hour  hotline 
(617)446-7872 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 

Full  Service  Brokerage: 

Midge  Batelle,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

ERA  PLEASANT  REALTY 

713  Centre  St.  - 
Boston  ,  M  A  02130 
(617)  522-4600 
Trisha  Solio,  Janet  Deegan 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  T1KVA 

Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11,  Cambridge,  MA 
02238  Events  phone: 

(617)  926-2536 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 

12  LaGrange  St.  in 
Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

RETAIL 

CRONES'  HARVEST 

761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  983-9530 
TTY-TTD  9529 
M-S  10-7,  Su.  12-6 

TAXES/ AUDITING/ 
BOOKKEEPING/ 
FINANCIAL  PLANNING 

ULUAN  GONZALEZ 

Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
(617)5231060 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 

Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130  (617)  524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)482-2900 

PTOWNS  BRADFORD 
GARDENS  INN 

Private  baths,  Fireplaces,  Full 
breakfast.  Cottages,  1  block 
to  beach,  5  min  walk  to  shops 
(508)487-1616 

WOMEN'S  NIGHT 
CLUBS 

INDIGO  -  A  Club  (or  Women 

823  Main  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  497-7200  Th.  4,  PM-2 
AM,  F  4  PM-2  AM,  Sat.  9  PM- 
2  AM 


‘Queen  City”  Pride 


‘It's  a  great  day  to  be  queer,’  proclaims  one  of  Cincinnati’s 
marchers 


NOWs  Rosemary  Dempsey 


By  John  Zeh 

CINCINNATI — Choices  of  words  and 
symbols — one  First  Amendment  right  valued 
in  this  conservative  community — provided 
key  images  of  gay  and  lesbian  pride  June  1 5 
at  the  annual  commemoration  of  the  1969 
Stonewall  riots. 

A  misspelling  of  the  Queen  City’s  name 
on  the  lavender  and  white  Pride  Week  banner 
required  a  last-minute  correction,  noted  John 
Maddux,  head  of  the  Greater  Cincinnati  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Coalition,  which  produced  the 
week-long  gala.  Since  the  third  “n”  was 
missing,  the  second  “c”  was  creatively 
converted  to  an  “S”  to  say  “Cin  ‘Sin’  ati.” 

For  the  first  time  in  12  years,  the  city 
issued  a  Pride  proclamation.  However, 
Mayor  David  Mann’s  choice  of  wording  in 
naming  June  15  “Gay  and  Lesbian  Tolerance 
Day”  prompted  protests  from  activists. 

Scott  MacLarty,  facilitator  of  the  Gay  and 
Lesbian  March  Activists  (GLAMA),  chose 
another  word  to  highlight  the  event.  “It’s  a 
great  day  to  be  queer,”  he  said  during  the 
rally’s  most  provocative  speech.  “Something 
about  that  word  rubs  me  the  right  way,  and 
it’s  rubbing  me  right  now — in  public,”  said 
MacLarty. 

National  Organization  for  Women  (NOW) 
Vice  President  Rosemary  Dempsey  used 
geographic  imagery  to  stress  feminist  and 
gay  and  lesbian  power.  “We  are  not  just  in 
New  York,  San  Francisco,  and  LA,”  she  said 


in  the  day’s  keynote  address.  “We  are  in  Ohio 
[and]  all  over  this  country.  And  as  we  get 
stronger,  we  get  threatening.  And  you  know 
why  we’re  threatening?  We’re  the  people 
who  are  making  the  connections  between 
racism,  sexism  and  homophobia,”  said 
Dempsey,  “[the  ones]  saying  to  the  powers  in 
Congress,  ‘You  are  94  percent 
straight — supposedly  straight — white,  rich, 
male — who  do  you  represent?”’ 

A  growing  chapter  of  ACT  UP  staged 
“die-ins”  every  six  minutes  along  the  parade 
route,  using  chalk  to  outline  “bodies”  on  the 
hot  pavement  as  police  held  motorists  at 
intersections. 

The  week  began  with  a  day  at  King’s 
Island  amusement  park  in  nearby  Mason, 
Ohio.  About  350  complaints  of  homophobic 
outbursts  by  presumably  straight  patrons 
against  red-shiited  gay  men  and  lesbians  and 
supporters  were  lodged,  according  to 
Maddux.  Other  events  included  an 
ecumenical  religious  service,  bar  “burst- 
outs,”  a  substance-free  party  for  all  ages,  a 
sold-out  screening  of  Marlon  Riggs’  Tongues 
United  by  Gays  and  Lesbians  United  in 
Education  (GLUE),  and  the  world  premiere 
of  a  hilarious  “Prim  Reaper”  video  about  a 
“Sal-on”  of  coiffeurs  who  only  service 
corpses. 

Rally  speakers  praised  the  city  council’s 
recent  passage  of  an  ordinance  that  protects 

Continued  on  page  6 


CDC  upholds  HIY  funding 

Despite  opposition  by  the  Southern  Baptist's  Convention, 
officials  agree  to  give  $25,000  to  the  Ninth  Nation  HIV  Forum 


By  Jacob  Smith  Yang 

WASHINGTON — Several  conservative 
organizations  have  demanded  the  repeal  of  a 
$25,000  Centers  for  Control  (CDC)  grant  to 
the  Ninth  National  HIV  Forum.  The  forum 
will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the 
Thirteenth  National  Lesbian  and  Gay  Health 
Conference  in  New  Orleans,  July  24-28. 

While  the  CDC  announced  June  14  that  it 
will  uphold  the  grant  award,  protests  by  right 
wing  groups  have  called  into  question  the 
future  availability  of  such  funds. 

“It  is  appalling  that  any  group  or 
individual  would  speak  out  against  the 
further  development  of  HIV  prevention 
strategies,”  said  Jim  Graham,  a  member  of 
the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Health 
Foundation  (NLGHF).  “Our  goal  is  saving 
lives,”  he  said.  “It  seems  as  though  [these 
conservative  organizations’]  only  goal  is 
saving  an  abhorrent  code  of  morality.” 

Opposition  to  the  grant  began  with  letters 
of  protest  to  White  House  Chief  of  Staff  John 
Sununu  and  CDC  director  William  Roper. 
The  national  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  then  adopted  a  resolution  asking 
President  Bush  to  issue  an  executive  order 
that  would  “refuse  any  government  funds  to 
groups  or  programs  which  encourage  sexual 
immorality  of  any  form.” 

Complaints  from  conservatives  focused  on 
the  themes  of  some  of  the  conference 
workshops,  such  as  gay  parenting,  lesbian 
erotic  dance  and  organizing  of  lesbian  and 
gay  African-American  people.  NLGHF  and 
the  George  Washington  University  Medical 
Center,  the  conference  sponsors,  assured  the 
CDC  that  its  grant  would  only  be  used 
towards  expenses  for  the  national  AIDS/ 
HIV  forum. 

“Their  attacks  continue  to  focus  on 
workshops  designed  specifically  for  the 


lesbian  and  gay  community,”  said  Jeff 
Akman,  a  member  of  the  NLGHF  board  of 
directors.  Akman  maintained  that  the  CDC 
grant  was  not  funding  these  workshops. 

According  to  Dr.  Thomas  E.  Plemme  of 
the  Office  of  Continuing  Medical  Education 
at  George  Washington,  $10,500  of  the  CDC 
grant  will  be  used  to  cover  travel  expenses 
for  people  speaking  on  AIDS  prevention. 
Another  $5000  has  been  earmarked  to  pay 
for  the  conference  registration  of  28  PWAs. 
Plemme  said  the  balance  would  pay  for 
brochures  that  had  solicited  panels  and 
papers  for  the  HIV  fontm. 

Pressure  from  the  right  wing  caused  the 
CDC  to  reconsider  the  grant  award.  In  a 
letter  responding  to  the  SBC’s  complaints, 
the  CDC’s  Roper  said,  “Considering  some  of 
the  items  on  the  conference  schedule,  I  am 
not  pleased  that  the  CDC  is  listed  as  a 
supporter  on  the  front  page  of  the  conference 
brochure.” 

According  to  the  Washington  Times, 
Health  and  Human  Services  Secretary  Louis 
W.  Sullivan  was  similarly  “outraged  and 
concerned”  that  the  CDC  grant  might  appear 
as  a  government  endorsement  of  all  the 
conference’s  workshops. 

“This  struggle  was  essentially  a  battle 
between  homophobia  and  sound  public 
health  practices,”  said  Akman.  “This  time, 
public  health  won." 

Whether  public  health  will  win  next  time 
is  unclear,  despite  the  CDC’s  decision  to 
uphold  the  $25,000  grant.  Roper’s  letter  to 
the  SBC  said  that  he  has  ordered  changes  in 
the  CDC’s  Conference  Support  Grant 
Program.  He  said  that  in  the  future,  “no 
funds  will  be  released  to  support  all  or  part  of 
a  conference  until  we  have  a  clear  agreement 
on  how  exactly  and  for  what  purposes  the 
federal  funds  will  be  spent.” 

— filed  from  Boston 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  JOB  OPENINGS 


News  Editor 

Available  in  May.  Coordinate  and  edit  the  work 
of  staff  and  volunteer  reporters  covering  local, 
national  and  international  events  of  importance  to 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community.  Write  news 
stories  as  necessary.  Participate  in  layout  and 
production  of  the  paper. 

Qualifications:  Strong  writing  and  editing  skills, 
ability  to  work  with  deadlines,  knowledge  of 
lesbian  and  gay  issues. 

GCN  Positions 

All  GCN  positions  require  commitments  to 
lesbian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  an 
awareness  of  class  issues,  and  collective 
decision-making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay  $215/week 
and  include  health/life  insurance  through  Harvard 
Community  Health  Plan,  sick  leave,  and  four 
weeks  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members 
responsibility  for  their  own  jobs,  with  flexibility  and 
ample  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply:  Please  send  resume  and  cover  letter 
to:  GCN  Job  Search  Committee,  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA  02116. 


GCN  EDITORIAL  GUIDELINES 


The  "Community  Voices'  and  "Speaking 
Out"  sections  in  GCN  are  parts  of  our  efforts  to 
provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the 
community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your 
ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us,  and  to 
respond  to  ideas  expressed  within  our  pages. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  "Speaking  Out" 
contrtoutions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
space  available  basis  only.  GCN  reserves  the 
right  to  edit  letters  and  "Speaking  Out" 
contributions  for  length  and  clarity,  in 
consultation  with  the  author.  The  opinions 
expressed  are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not 
intended  to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN 
staff  or  membership. 

All  letters  and  "Speaking  Out"  contributions 
must  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED. 
Letters  can  be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO 
PAGES.  "Speaking  Out"  contributions  can  be 
NO  LONGER  THAN  FOUR  PAGES  and 
require  a  short  (one  to  two  sentence) 
biographical  note  about  the  author  for  inclusion 
at  the  end  of  the  article. 

Because  GCN  wishes  to  encourage 
dialogue  and  a  diverse  representation  of 
perspectives  on  the  letters  pages,  printing  of 
"Speaking  Out"  contributions  received  from 
authors  who  have  had  other  "Speaking  Outs" 
appear  in  GCN  recently  may  be  postponed 
temporarily. 

For  editing  purposes,  it  is  helpful  to  be  able 
to  contact  you  easily  -  please  enclose  your 
name,  address,  and  daytime  phone  number 
with  your  letter  or  article.  Thanks. 


ACT  UP  walks  for  life 

Dear  GCN: 

Although  ACT  UP/RI  was  generally 
pleased  with  the  explicitly  political  focus  of 
much  of  this  year’s  Walk  for  Life  fundraiser 
in  Rhode  Island,  we  were  extremely 
disappointed  with  the  implied  message 
behind  the  way  in  which  Rhode  Island 
Project  AIDS  executed  an  agreement 
between  itselLand  ACT  UP. 

After  tensions  developed  between  ACT 
UP  and  the  Project  last  December  over 
World  AIDS  Week’s  Heart  to  Heart 
fundraiser,  representatives  from  the  Project 
met  with  ACT  UP  in  order  to  discuss  several 
facets  of  the  Project’s  operation  about  which 
ACT  UP  had  heard  complaints.  ACT  UP 
produced  a  list  of  recommendations 
following  that  meeting,  and  we  are  pleased 
to  report  that  the  Project  more  than  met  our 
request  that  it  announce  at  the  Walk  its 
participation  in  the  1991  Rhode  Island 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  March. 

Nonetheless,  a  request  of  greater 
concern — that  condoms  be  passed  out  at  this 
year’s  Walk — was  dealt  with  in  a  manner 
that  we  as  a  group  consider  to  be 
unsatisfactory,  deceptive  and  dangerous. 

In  1990  the  Project  failed  to  pass  out 
condoms  at  the  Walk  for  Life  and  instead 
gave  out  silly  coupons  that  could  be  mailed 
in  for  condoms.  The  Project  initially 
expressed  a  similar  reluctance  to  pass  out 
condoms  again  in  1991,  citing  concerns  both 


over  adverse  publicity  if  (for  example)  a 
child  were  to  be  photographed  in  possession 
of  a  condom  and  over  the  desire  not  to  force 
condoms  upon  those  that  might  be  offended 
by  them. 

ACT  UP  presented  counter-arguments  to 
the  effect  that  a  condom  is  never  a  bad  thing, 
that  a  condom  couldn’t  be  dangerous  to  a 
child  unless  he  or  she  pulled  it  over  her  or 
his  head,  that  the  1990  coupons  tore  very 
easily  when  you  used  them  for  sex,  and  that 
the  battle  against  AIDS  would  never  be  won 
unless  organizations  such  as  the  Project 
aggressively  challenged  sex-phobic  attitudes 
in  our  society,  rather  than  pandering  to  them. 

Such  arguments  seemed  to  have  won  the 
day  when  the  Project  eventually  agreed  to 
make  condoms  available  at  their  education 
table  at  the  Walk.  However,  while  many  of 
us  anticipated  at  least  one  big  bowl  of 
condoms  in  a  prominent  place  at  the  Walk, 
perhaps  with  a  sign  advertising  the  contents 
of  the  bowl,  the  Project’s  idea  of  making 
condoms  available  involved  literally  hiding 
them  between  pamphlets  closed  in  plastic 
pouches  and  them  piling  these  pouches  on  a 
table  away  from  the  registration/lunch  area 
and  away  from  the  stage.  Additionally,  no 
signs  or  announcements  advertised  that 
condoms  were  available  at  that  table. 

Essentially,  then,  the  condoms  the  Project 
“distributed”  were  available  only  to  those 
who  knew  already  that  they  were  hidden 
away  in  the  pouches;  we  wouldn’t  be 
surprised  if  the  majority  of  walkers  were 
unaware  that  condoms  were  available  at  all. 

ACT  UP  quickly  concluded  that  such  an 
embarrassed  manner  of  promoting  condom 
use  was  entirely  unsatisfactory,  and  a  few  of 
us  decided  to  pass  out  condoms  from  our 
own  supply  to  those  at  the  Walk  who  wanted 
them.  Not  surprisingly,  given  such  a  hip 
crowd,  many  people  took  them  (some  asked 
for  a  bunch),  those  who  didn’t  want  them 
said  “No”  and  walked  on  without  any 
obvious  psychological  damage,  and  no 
children  were  killed  in  the  process.  After 
ACT  UP’s  condom  supply  disappeared,  in 
fact,  one  woman  asked  one  of  our  members 
if  he  had  any  more,  and  he  informed  her  to 
his  great  regret  that  her  only  means  of 
getting  more  was  to  go  over  to  the  Project’s 
“education”  table  (which  she  had  somehow 
failed  to  notice  on  her  own)  and  pull  the 
condoms  out  of  the  plastic  pouches. 

While  ACT  UP  always  gets  a  thrill  out  of 
passing  out  latex  and  fighting  the  spread  of 
AIDS,  it  is  certainly  not  ACT  UP’s 
responsibility  to  do  this  at  a  Project  event. 
As  the  highest  funded  AIDS  service 
organization  in  Rhode  Island,  the  Project 
should  be  taking  leadership  positions  in  all 
facets  of  the  fight  against 
AIDS — educational  as  well  as  fundraising. 

We  are  appalled  that  the  Project  continues 
to  consider  the  aggressive  and  open 
promotion  of  condom  use  to  be  a 
controversial  step  in  this  fight.  And  we  find 
it  ludicrous  that  for  the  second  year  in  a  row 
ACT  UP  has  been  forced  by  default  to  pass 
out  at  the  Walk  condoms  it  in  fact  bought 
from  the  Project.  In  the  unlikely  event  that 
someone  at  the  Walk  were  to  be  offended  if 
condoms  were  available  in  fish  bowls  at 
registration  tables,  then  we  say,  “Too  bad.” 
With  115,000  dead  from  AIDS  in  the  United 
States,  it’s  certainly  time  to  shake  people  up 
more  than  they’ve  been  shaken  so  far. 

Sincerely, 
ACT  UP/RI 
Providence,  R.I. 

Remembering  the  Holocaust 

Dear  GCN: 

Plans  are  under  way  to  open  the  United 
States  Holocaust  Museum  in  Washington, 
D.C.  I  wrote  to  the  organization  responsible 
for  this  effort  and  asked  about  their  plans  to 
include  lesbians  and  gay  men  who  were 
victimized  during  the  Holocaust. 

The  Executive  Director  of  the  project,  Dr. 
Michael  Berenbaum,  called  me  upon  the 
receipt  of  my  letter.  He  said  that  plans  are  to 
include  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  exhibits  on 
the  third  and  fourth  floors  of  the  museum 
among  other  groups  that  were  victimized. 

However,  he  told  me  that  they  have  very 
few  materials  from  lesbians  and  gay  men  and 
“have  an  enormous  interests  in  documents, 
letters  of  pictures”  to  include  in  the  exhibits. 
He  also  said  that  they  would  be  very 
interested  in  conducting  oral  histories  with 
any  lesbian  or  gay  survivors  of  the 
Holocaust. 

I  think  it  is  vitally  important  that  we  be 
included  to  the  greatest  extent  possible  in 
this  museum.  Therefore,  I  am  asking  for 
help  in  locating  materials  and  persons  who 
can  contribute  to  the  exhibits.  Lesbian  and 
gay  survivors  of  the  Holocaust  or  persons 
with  appropriate  documents  to  contribute  can 
contact: 
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SAFER  SEX  AND  DRUG  USE  GUIDELINES 

GCA/offers  these  guidelines  for  all  of  us  who  are  making  decisions  about  sex  and  drug  use  in  the  midst  of  the  AIDS  epidemic. 

HIV  is  a  virus  widely  thought  to  be  a  cause  of  AIDS.  The  highest  concentrations  of  HIV  are  found  in  blood  and  semen.  So  it's  important  to 
avoid  any  way  in  which  HIV-infected  blood  or  semen  can  get  from  one  person's  body  into  another  peison's  bloodstream. 

•  Fucking  (anal  and  vaginal)  without  a  condom  and  sharing  needles  account  for  almost  all  the  documented  cases  of  HIV  transmission. 

•  Oral  sex  without  a  condom  or  dental  dam  accounts  for  a  very  few  documented  cases  of  HIV  transmission. 

•  Other  ways  of  transmitting  HIV  that  have  not  been  documented  but  which  could  be  theoretically  risky  include:  fisting,  finger 
fucking,  rimming,  deep  kissing,  sharing  uncleaned  dildos.  The  theory  here  is  that  any  way  HIV-infected  bodily  fluids  get 
from  one  person  into  another  involves  risk.  For  example,  HIV  could  be  transmitted  if  a  person  with  a  cut  on  their  hand 
fistfucked  their  partner  and  caused  bleeding  in  their  rectum  or  vagina. 


HOW  TO  PLAY  SAFER 

Only  you  can  decide  what  risks  you  are  willi  ng  to  take.  Some  people  use  safer  sex  practices  with  all  their  partners.  Other  people  make 
decisions  about  the  risks  they  are  willing  to  take  based  on  their  own  and  their  partners'  sexual  and  drug  use  history  and/or  HIV  status.  People 
also  make  decisions  based  on  how  comfortable  they  feel  negotiating  safer  sex  in  any  particular  situation.  If  you  and  your  partner  have  not 
talked  about  past  practices  and/or  HIV  status,  don't  make  assumptions.  (For  example,  many  lesbians  have  had  unprotected  intercourse  with  a 
man  in  the  last  ten  years.) 

•  Use  a  condom  when  fucking.  On  the  condoms,  use  water-based  lubricants  like  KY.  Oil-based  lubricants  like  Crisco, 

Vaseline,  and  baby  oil  may  make  condoms  break. 

•  Use  a  condom  when  sucking  dick  if  your  partner  is  going  to  come  in  your  mouth.  If  HIV-infected  cum  or  pre-cum  gets  in 
your  mouth,  it  may  get  in  your  bloodstream  through  cuts  in  your  gums  or  sores  in  your  mouth. 

•  Use  dental  dams  (latex  squares)  when  going  down  on  a  woman  if  she  is  having  her  period  or  has  a  vaginal  infection. 

Menstrual  blood  and  secretions  from  vaginal  infections  have  more  HIV  than  healthy  vaginal  secretions  or  urine.  No 
information  has  been  gathered  about  the  concentration  of  HIV  in  'female  ejaculate.' 

•  Use  latex  gloves  for  fisting  or  finger-fucking  if  you  have  any  sores  or  cuts  on  your  hands. 

•  Keep  semen  and  blood  (including  menstrual  blood  and  blood  drawn  from  piercing,  cutting  or  shaving)  out  of  your  vagina, 
anus,  mouth,  or  breaks  in  your  skin. 

•  If  you  share  dildos,  vibrators  or  other  sex  toys,  use  a  new  condom  each  time,  or  clean  toys  with  hydrogen  peroxide  or  soap  and  water. 

•  Alternative  insemination  may  put  you  at  risk.  Discuss  this  risk  with  potential  donors  or  sperm  banks. 

•  Massage,  hugging,  dirty  talk,  role-playing,  masturbation  (solo,  with  a  partner,  in  a  group)  and  other  activities  that  don't  let 
blood  or  semen  into  your  bloodstream  are  safe. 

•  Alcohol,  peppers  or  other  drugs  may  lower  your  ability  to  make  good  decisions.  Many  people  have  reported  that  they  have 
been  unable  to  maintain  safer  sex  practices  after  getting  high. 

•  Good  nutrition,  lots  of  rest,  exercise  and  nonabuse  of  alcohol  and  other  drugs  may  help  you  fight  all  illnesses,  including  AIDS. 


INTRAVENOUS  DRUG  USE 

•  Don’t  share  works  (needles,  syringes,  droppers,  spoons,  cottons  or  cookers)! 

•  If  you  must  share  or  re-use  works,  clean  them  before  and  after  each  injection  as  follows:  dip  needle  and  works  into  bleach, 
draw  up  and  release  three  times,  dip  needle  and  works  into  fresh  water,  draw  up  and  release  three  times.  In  an  emergency, 
rubbing  alcohol  or  vodka  can  be  used  instead  of  bleach.  Or  you  can  boil  works  that  aren't  plastic  in  water  for  at  least  15 
minutes.  (Use  a  fresh  solution  each  time  you  clean  your  works.) 


RESOURCE  NUMBERS 

National  AIDS  Hotline:  1  (000)  342-7514 

AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  Boston:  1  (800)  235-2331 

Latino  AIDS  Hotline  (bilingual),  Boston:  (617)  262-7248 

AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  IV  Drug  Use  Taskforce,  Boston:  (617)  437-4200 

Gay  Men's  Health  Crisis  (GMHC),  New  York:  (212)  807-6655 

National  Minority  AIDS  Council  (NMAC),  Washington,  D.C.:  (202)  544-1076 

Women's  AIDS  Network,  San  Francisco:  (415)  064-4376 


A  Campaign  to  Remember 

United  States  Holocaust  Memorial 

Museum 

2000  L  St.,  N.W.,  Suite  717 
Washington,  DC  20036-4907 
(202)  827-9566 

The  world  must  never  forget  that  lesbians 
and  gay  men  were  persecuted  and 
exterminated  in  the  Holocaust 

Sincerely, 
Jane  Levin 
Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Commit  to  help 

Dear  GCN: 

I  would  like  to  call  upon  your  readers  for 
some  assistance.  However,  before  doing  so,  I 
would  first  like  to  take  this  brief  opportunity 
to  thank  the  GCN  collective  for  doing  such  a 
superb  job  of  producing  GCN  and  for  taking 
the  initiative  to  publish  and  support  its 
continuing  efforts  throughout  the  last  17 
years.  I  would  also  like  to  give  a  special 
thanks  to  the  GCN  prisoners’  project. 

As  a  prison  inmate,  I  can  tell  you  that 
GCN  has  made  a  significant  difference  in  the 
quality  of  my  life.  Although  I  am  bound 
physically,  GCN  has  made  my  chains  a  little 
bit  lighter. 

I  am  doing  a  life  sentence  for 
“consensual"  gay  sex  convictions.  My  case 
is  a  matter  of  public  record  and  I  am  not  the 
only  one  who  suffers  my  fate,  but  rather,  one 
of  many. 

After  I  arrived  at  prison,  I  discovered  that 
I  was  convicted  with  insufficient  evidence 
and  that  the  prosecution  deliberately  misled 
the  jury  with  an  erroneous  interpretation  of 
the  law.  Space  prohibits  me  from  going  into 
vast  detail  but,  in  short,  I  was  prosecuted 
under  a  statute  which  prohibited  an  act  that 
was  undefined,  and  the  prosecution  took 
undue  advantage  of  that  point  and  deceitfully 
misled  the  jury  by  giving  new  meaning  to 
the  statute,  instead  of  making  reference  to 
the  common  law  as  required  by  Nevada  law. 
I  was  convicted  of  an  act  that  wasn’t  illegal, 
but  was  represented  to  the  jury  as  a  crime. 

My  attorneys  were  ineffective  and  the 
Nevada  courts  refused  to  file  in  proper 
person,  my  sufficiency  of  the  evidence 
issues.  The  Federal  Courts  refuse  to  entertain 
a  petition  from  me  until  I  have  first  raised 
those  issues  in  Nevada’s  lower  court; 
however,  Nevada  law  bars  me  from  raising 
those  issues  in  the  lower  court  due  to  the  fact 
that  I  failed  to  raise  them  on  direct  appeal. 

As  a  result,  I  have  decided  to  form  a  non¬ 
profit  organization  willing  to  come  to  the  aid 
of  people  like  myself.  Yet  for  obvious 
reasons,  I  cannot  do  it  alone. 

The  organization  is  designed  to  both  raise 
the  necessary  funds  to  have  claims 
investigated  of  incarcerated  people  able  to 
assert  that  they  were  convicted  on 
insufficient  evidence  and  as  a  matter  of  law, 
are  actually  innocent  persons;  and  to  arrange 
legal  assistance  for  qualified  applicants 
whose  assertions  are  found  to  be  true. 

The  organization  is  seeking  applicants 
interested  in  serving  on  the  Board  of 
Directors,  Executive  Committees  (composed 
of  officers),  a  bondable  treasurer,  Advisory 
Board  and  an  Honorary  Board  consisting  of 
celebrities. 

For  further  information  about  becoming  a 
member  or  any  of  the  Boards,  please  write. 
The  organization  is  for  all,  and  all  are 
welcome  to  participate. 

Should  you  desire  to  make  contributions 
on  behalf  of  the  future  corporation  at  this 
time,  I  am  gratefully  accepting  such 
contributions  of  4  x  9  legal  envelopes  and 
postage  stamps  and/or  processed  copy  work 
or  other  such  services. 

Hope  to  hear  from  you  soon. 

With  sincere  thanks, 
Chris  Chapman-17628 
Ely  State  Prison 
P.O.  Box  1989 
Ely,  NV  89301 

Starting  your  life  over 

Dear  GCN : 

I’m  writing  from  the  state  prison  just 
outside  Tucson,  Arizona.  This  was  my  first 
time  in  prison  and  I’m  46.  I  was  in  the 
system  when  I  found  out  that  I  had  AIDS.  I 
have  been  in  prison  now  for  a  little  over  four 
months. 

Being  my  first  time  in  prison  and  making 
the  change  from  the  outside  world  to  the 
inside  was  a  problem.  I  had  lost  everything  I 
had  worked  for  all  my  life.  My  family  and 
friends  were  now  gone  as  well.  My  life  as  I 
knew  it  was  gone.  And  now  I  was  dying 
alone  in  prison.  The  prison  doctors  said,  I 
had  only  a  year  to  live.  With  that  the  fear  of 
sickness  and  the  denial  came.  I  knew  being 
in  prison  that  I  wouldn’t  get  the  best  or  even 
good  medical  care.  I  was  right.  The  prison 
doctor  told  me,  “I  have  no  idea  what  to  do 


SPEAKING  OUT 


A  home  of  our  own 


By  The  Ad  Hoc  Committee  to  Support  the 
Lesbian  Herstory  Archives 

Eighteen  years  ago,  lesbian  history  was  in 
the  closet.  Today  we  are  trying  to  move  it  out 
of  Joan  Nestle’s  apartment.  On  Sunday  April 
14,  1991  an  ad  hoc  committee  of  local 
lesbians  hosted  a  benefit  for  the  Lesbian 
Herstory  Archives  Building  Fund. 
“Preserving  Our  Past,  Building  Our  Future” 
netted  over  $1600  which  will  move  the 
Archives  that  much  closer  to  its  dream  of 
purchasing  its  own  building,  thereby  vacating 
Joan  Nestle’s  apartment  where  it  was  bom 
and  has  grown  to  overflowing  during  the  past 
18  years. 

After  visiting  the  Archives  last  summer, 
members  of  the  Red  Shades  Affinity  Group 
were  inspired  to  facilitate  a  Boston-based 
contribution  to  the  archive’s  new  home  while 
giving  Boston  lesbians  and  gay  men  a  taste 
of  what  the  Archives  is  really  about.  Joined 
by  the  ingenuity  and  hard  work  of  additional 
local  lesbian  activists,  the  Ad  Hoc 
Committee  to  Support  the  Lesbian  Herstory 
Archives  brought  to  Boston’s  C.  Walsh 
Theatre  three  women  who  are  the 
quintessential  finest  of  lesbian  herstory. 

Joan  Nestle,  co-founder  of  the  LHA, 
writer,  editor,  teacher,  activist,  and  legend  in 
her  own  time  began  the  afternoon  program 
by  reading  an  epic  “Letter  from  a  Stone 
Butch  to  her  ’50s  Femme.”  The  letter,  sent 
anonymously  to  the  Archives,  recalls  with 
humor,  longing  irony  and  excruciating  pain,  a 
long-gone  lesbian  love  affair:  the  intuition  of 
the  two  women’s  first  meeting  in  the  factory 
followed  by  their  steamy  recognition  on  their 
own  bar  turf;  the  incessant  bar  raids  that  sent 
the  butch  and  femme  dykes  scrambling  for 
gay  male  queen  and  butch  dance  partners  in 
order  to  look  respectable  to  the  cops;  the 
sadistic  police  beatings  of  the  butch  in  front 
of  her  femme  lover,  and  the  femme’s  careful, 
adoring  attendance  to  her  butch’s  wounded 
flesh  and  soul;  the  lonely,  angry  nights  spent 
in  jails  with  no  charges  ever  filed;  the  three 
articles  of  women’s  clothing  butches  were 


required  by  law  to  wear. 

The  letter  illustrates  the  degree  to  which 
being  a  lesbian  in  the  ’50s  (even  simply 
going  to  a  bar)  was  a  high-risk  activity 
involving  daily  acts  of  resistance  and 
bravery.  It  also  points  out  the  degree  to  which 
those  forms  of  resistance  have  escaped 
recognition  by  many,  more  overtly  political, 
modem-day  lesbians. 

The  audience’s  silent  rapt  attention  was 
broken  only  once  during  the  reading  when 
Nestle  confided  that  she  realized  she  was 
about  to  make  love  to  the  podium  as  the 
femme  straightened  her  lover-to-be’s  tie, 
smoothed  her  slicked  back  hair  and  led  her 
out  onto  the  dance  floor.  “I  can’t  send  this 
letter  to  you  because  I  have  no  idea  where 
you  are,”  the  butch  concludes.  “So  instead 
I’m  sending  it  to  a  place  where  they  keep 
women’s  memories  safe.” 

Michelle  Parkerson,  a  Black  lesbian  poet, 
teacher,  activist,  and  filmmaker  introduced 
her  film,  Storme:  Lady  of  the  Jewel  Box.  For 
14  years  the  Revue’s  musical  director,  master 
of  ceremonies,  ringleader  and  male 
impersonator  extraordinaire  was  Ms.  Storme 
DeLarviere.  Parkerson  created  her  20-minute 
film  to  feature  Storme. 

Parkerson  brilliantly  described  her 
inspiration  by  the  life  and  times  of  the  famed 
Jewel  Box  Revue,  a  glorious  troop  of  20 
Black,  Hispanic,  white  and  Native  American 
female  impersonators.  They  brought  their 
extraordinary  music,  costumes,  comedy  and 
mime  to  Black,  white,  gay  and  straight 
audiences  throughout  the  country  during  the 
racially  segregated  1940s  through  the  1960s. 

One  experience  Parkerson  recalled  from 
the  process  of  researching  the  film  was  the 
irritation  of  an  older  Black  librarian  who 
disdained  her  interest  in  what  he  considered 
the  worst  and  most  shameful  of  Black 
culture. 

By  the  end  of  the  film  the  audience  was  on 
their  feet  as  Storme,  now  70  years  old  and  as 
handsome,  gutsy  and  charming  as  ever,  came 
out  on  stage.  Flanked  by  Nestle,  Parkerson, 
and  emcees  Jenifer  Firestone  and  Becky 


Johnson,  Storme  was  like  a  queen  holding 
court,  entertaining  questions  from  the 
audience  about  her  life  and  career.  She  told 
stories  about  flirtatious  straight  women  who 
mistook  her  for  a  man  and  ignorant  sheriffs 
who  presumed  she  was  white  as  well  as  male. 
She  never  passed,  though,  she  said.  “I  always 
knew  exactly  who  I  was.  It  was  the  other 
folks  who  made  the  mistake.” 

The  panel  discussion  was  followed  by  a 
reception  at  the  First  African  Meeting  house, 
adorned  by  pieces  from  a  larger  historical 
photographic  exhibition  about  African 
American  lesbians. 

We  who  organized  this  event  are  proud  of 
the  historical  enlightenment  and  appreciation 
it  brought  to  Boston  and  of  the  financial 
contribution  Boston  made  to  the  Archives. 
We  feel  passionately  about  the  inestimable 
value  the  Lesbian  Herstory  Archives  holds 
for  our  lesbian  and  gay  community.  The 
Archives  preserves,  protects  and  shares  with 
over  1000  visitors  per  year  a  rich  variety  of 
testimony  to  lesbian  experience,  culture  and 
sentiment  that  mainstream  institutions  and 
even  some  of  our  own  families  would  throw 
in  the  trash. 

Building  institutions  that  nurture  and  bear 
witness  to  our  struggles  is  as  important  as  the 
struggles  themselves.  Next  time  you  are  in 
New  York  don’t  just  go  to  the  Village.  Check 
out  the  Archives.  Consider  sending  materials 
(letters,  diaries,  photos,  tapes,  etc.)  The 
Archives  is  interested  in  the  documentation 
of  all  lesbian  lives,  not  just  the  famous 
lesbian  lives.  Raise  and/or  contribute  any 
amount  of  money  toward  the  purchase  of  a 
permanent  home  for  this  vital  resource.  Tax 
deductible  contributions  can  be  sent  to:  The 
Lesbian  Herstory  Educational  Foundation, 
Inc.,  P.O.  Box  1258,  New  York,  NY,  10116. 
(212)  874-7232. 

Beth  Enson,  Jenifer  Firestone,  Becky 
Johnson,  Louise  Johnson,  Gerry  Thomas, 
and  Jan  Wilhoit  are  all  part  of  the  Ad  Hoc 
Committee  to  Support  the  Lesbian  Herstory 
Archives. 


for  you.”  And  so  he  didn’t  do  anything. 

I  had  no  hope.  I  started  looking  for  some 
help.  The  hurt  and  pain  inside  and  outside 
was  growing.  I  couldn’t  take  it  anymore.  I 
was  going  to  kill  myself.  But  I  was  a 
Christian  and  I  knew  it  was  wrong. 

I  went  to  the  Chaplin’s  office.  I  told  him 
of  my  problems,  the  hopelessness  and  pain. 
After  hearing  the  word  “AIDS”  he  said  he 
would  get  back  to  me.  It  has  been  over  four 
months  now  and  I  have  never  seen  him.  I  go 
two  or  three  times  a  week.  He  is  never  in  or 
he  never  answers  my  notes.  I’m  not  the  only 
one.  Now  I  feel  God  didn’t  want  me. 

I  stopped  eating  and  never  went  out  of  my 
room.  One  day  I  was  sent  to  see  Doctor 
Woods.  She  was  a  pysch.  But  more  than  that 
she  was  in  pain  too.  She  had  an  illness  that 
was  very  painful  for  her  to  move.  But  still 
she  came  to  help  others. 

She  was  hurt  on  the  job.  She  fell  as  she 
was  going  from  one  building  to  another.  It 
has  been  months  since  I  have  seen  her.  But 
she  is  still  in  my  heart  and  all  she  did  for  me 
and  others. 

I’m  starting  over.  My  life  as  I  knew  it  is 
gone  and  it’s  time  to  start  a  new  one.  For  bad 
or  for  good  your  life  will  always  be  different 
in  some  ways.  I  started  seeing  Chris  in  the 
psych,  department.  He  had  lost  some  friends 
to  AIDS.  He  said,  anyway  he  could  help,  he 
would. 

Because  of  Dr.  Woods  I  started  to  write  to 
others  about  what  to  do  on  starting  a 
program  for  the  men  on  the  yard  who  are 
terminally  ill.  Arizona  state  prisons  have  no 
programs  for  inmates  who  are  sick  and 
dying. 

With  this  information  I  have  written  a 
proposal  to  the  warden,  but  now  I  need  help 
and  ideas  from  the  outside.  Groups  who  help 
PWAs  after  they  go  outside,  for  example. 

My  Prisoners  Community  Support  Group 
(PCSG)  is  trying  to  start  a  program  that 
recognizes  and  affirms  the  human  dignity  of 
terminally  ill  inmates.  We  designed  the 
program  to  help  dying  inmates  work  through 
the  grieving  process,  build  stronger 
relationships  with  their  families,  address 
personal  issues  before  death,  and  accept 
death  with  peace  and  dignity. 

So  pray  for  us  as  we  are  praying  for  you. 
Keep  up  the  good  work.  We  need  you  all. 
Thank  you  for  your  time  and  all  the  attention 
you  give  to  this  matter. 

Respectfully  yours, 
D.  Vance  #80937 
Az.  State  Prison-Rincon 
10,000  S.  Wihmot,  Rd. 

Tucson,  Az.  85777 


Taking  the  first  step 

Dear  GCN: 

This  letter  is  the  result  of  years  of 
confusion,  denial  and  an  unwillingness  on 
my  part  to  acknowledge  and  accept  the 
person  I  truly  am.  So  if  it  seems  disorganized 
and  confusing,  don’t  trip! 

I  am  currently  incarcerated  in  the 
California  Department  of  Corrections,  where 
I  have  been  for  almost  22  years. 

At  the  time  of  my  incarceration, 
homosexuality  was  considered  and  treated  as 
a  sickness.  And  although  I  had  been  exposed 
to  it  during  previous  incarcerations  as  a 
juvenile,  I  never  considered  it  as  a  viable 
lifestyle  for  me. 

Even  in  this  present  incarceration  I’ve  not 
indulged  myself  because  of  the  improbability 
of  forming  a  lasting  meaningful 
relationships,  plus  the  obvious  stereotyping 
of  “prison  punks.”  For  some  reason, 
homosexuals  are  believed  to  be  weak  and 
promiscuous,  so  to  avoid  the  additional 
hassle  I  simply  refrained  (not  an  easy  task,  I 
assure  you!). 

I  have,  however,  been  active  in  prison 
issues  concerning  homosexuals.  I  helped 
conceive,  write,  and  initiate  the  first  AIDS 
program  here  in  California,  and  I  served  as 
an  AIDS  counselor  while  at  the  institution 
that  houses  AIDS  patients. 

I  am  at  a  point  where  I  can  realistically 
look  forward  to  being  paroled,  which  brings 
to  mind  the  question  of  finding  and 
establishing  a  meaningful  relationship  with  a 
like-minded  partner. 

I  am  in  my  early  forties,  six  feet  three 
inches  tall.  Black  male  from  New  York, 
where  I  plan  to  return. 

Having  been  out  of  circulation  for  over  20 
years,  and  never  having  been  involved  in  the 
homosexual  community,  I  feel  it’s  just  an 
added  difficulty  I’ll  have  to  face  with  the 
newness  of  being  released. 

Naturally  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  fear 
attached  to  becoming  free  after  so  long  an 
incarceration.  I’ll  be  a  lost  kid  experiencing 
life  anew  for  the  first  time  and  I  don’t  relish 
the  thought  of  doing  it  alone. 

I  know  too,  that  there  is  a  certain  stigma 
attached  to  prisoners  seeking  correspondence 
with  outside  homosexuals,  i.e.  insincerity, 
game  playing,  etc.  And  there  is  nothing  but 
my  word  to  distinguish  me  from  them,  but 
on  the  outside  chance  someone  might 
believe  my  motives,  I  hope  to  find  someone 
who  can  appreciate  the  value  of  having 
someone  like  myself.  I  am  dedicated,  loyal, 
sincere,  and  really  interested  in  finding 


somebody  to  build  a  loving,  supportive 
relationship  with. 

Having  been  deprived  of  showing  tender 
emotions,  loving  concern  or  exchanging 
intimate  embraces  for  over  two  decades,  I’m 
looking  anxiously  forward  to  showering  a 
special  someone  with  all  the  pent-up  love. 

But  it’s  more  than  that,  I  need  someone 
who  is  fairly  certain  of  themselves  or  really 
looking  to  find  himself.  I  need  someone  who 
is  willing  to  become  involved  with  the  issues 
facing  the  gay  community  and  most 
important  someone  with  the  patience  to  help 
me  over  the  hump  of  returning  to  the  outside. 

I  didn’t  start  out  with  the  intention  of 
making  this  letter  sound  like  a  personal  ad.  I 
guess  all  the  loneliness  and  emptiness  of 
prison  just  flowed  out.  So  I  said  this  is  my 
first  attempt  at  being  myself.  And  although  I 
would  like  to  find  someone  special,  I  am  also 
realistic  enough  to  be  content  with  someone 
who  is  just  interested  in  corresponding. 

There  is  so  much  expression  bundled  up 
inside  me  that  I  can  honestly  promise  an 
exciting  exchange. 

Well,  so  much  for  breaking  down  the  wall. 
Now  that  I’ve  taken  the  first  steps,  walking 
and  running  can’t  be  far  behind! ! 

Sincerely, 
Timothy  Dudley,  B-33524 
Box-4-Bl-02 
Represa,  CA  9567 1 


Subscribers, 

Celebrate  yourself  by  taking 
advantage  of  our  special, 
low  rates!  Renew  your 
subscription  today  and  you 
can  send  Gay  Community 
News  to  your  friends 
for  as  little  as  $10! 

It's  Cheap, 

It's  Easy 

Turn  to  the  back 
page  for  details 
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David  Courtney 

Marshfield 

Continued  from  page  I 

Bishop’s  husband.  Bob,  quoted  in  the 
Kingston  Reporter ,  “The  condo  association 
wants  us  to  write  a  letter  to  force  him  out. 
They’ve  tried  to  intimidate  my  wife  and  I 
can  tell  you,  she’s  the  wrong  person  to  try 
and  intimidate.” 

Doris  Bishop  said  that  Courtney  told  her 
that  he  was  gay  and  had  AIDS  before  he 
signed  the  lease.  She  said  she  has  no 
problem  with  Courtney  being  gay. 
“(Courtney’s  homosexuality]  doesn’t  even 
faze  me,”  said  Bishop. 

According  to  the  Kingston  Reporter ,  a 
meeting  of  some  of  the  children  and  their 
parents  involved  in  the  confrontation  with 
Courtney  was  held  June  6.  Most  would  not 
give  their  names  to  the  reporter.  The 
children,  however,  denied  taunting  Courtney 
and  instead  claimed  that  it  was  Courtney 
who  had  harassed  them.  “If  he  said  anything 
like  that  to  my  kids,”  said  one  of  the  fathers, 
“I  wouldn’t  call  the  police.  I’d  hit  him 
myself.”  According  to  the  Kingston 
Reporter,  one  mother  said,  “We  don’t 
necessarily  have  a  problem  with  the  fact  he’s 
gay.  What  he  does  in  his  own  apartment  is 
his  business.  But  harassing  kids  is  another 
matter.  I  think  he’s  weird.”  “There  will  be 
problems  if  he  stays,”  added  another 
anonymous  meeting  attendee. 

Courtney  said  that  although  he  is  “very 
afraid,”  he  plans  to  stay  and  stand  his 
ground.  Courtney’s  mother  is  standing  firmly 
by  him.  “David  has  had  a  hard  time  coping 
with  the  news  he  has  [AIDS -related]  cancer,” 
Wihelmina  Courtney  told  the  Kingston 
Reporter.  “No  one  who  knows  David  would 
say  these  things  about  him.  I  don’t  want  him 
to  run  away  from  this.  I  want  him  to  stick  up 
and  fight  for  himself  and  the  rights  of  other 
gays.  He  has  a  right  to  live  where  he 
wants — and  all  I  have  to  say  is  that  people 
have  got  to  leam  what  gay  is  all  about.  David 
didn’t  fight  the  police.  He’s  afraid  of  the 
police  and  he’s  not  strong  enough  to 
[physically]  fight  anyway,”  she  said.  □ 

‘Queen  City’ 

Continued  from  page  3  " 

municipal  employees  from  discrimination 
based  on  sexual  orientation.  But  Shirley 
Rosser,  a  council  candidate  and  former 
NOW  president,  said  the  true  test  will  occur 
when  someone  actually  uses  the  law. 

A  straight-faced  Maddux  read  the  mayor’s 
pleasing-sounding  proclamation  about  the 
city’s  diversity  and  “multi-cultural  heritage.” 
People  applauded,  until  they  grasped  the 
word  “tolerance,”  and  moaned  in  acute 
distress. 

“Fuck  you.  Mister  Mayor,”  one  participant 
named  Tom  said.  “Even  the  [mainstream  ] 
WLW-AM  deejay  goes,  ‘You’d  think  the 
[city]  could  come  up  with  a  better  name  than 
that.  That  sounds  pretty  negative  to  me.’” 

Mann’s  “tolerance”  word-choice  also 
annoyed  David  Goisler,  publisher  of  the  gay 
monthly  magazine  Nouveau  Midwest.  “It 
certainly  is  condescending,”  he  said,  “The 
mayor  should  know  better,  because  at  [a 
recent  activists’]  dinner,  he  rose  to  polite, 
seated  applause  after  two  council  members 
received  spontaneous  standing  ovations. 
Only  after  he  declared  the  day  “Stonewall 
Cincinnati  Dinner  Day”  [did]  he  receive  a 
rousing  standing  ovation.  You’d  think  he  had 
learned  his  lesson.” 

Sounding  like  he  was  abou  change 
GLAMA’s  name  to  Queer  Nation,  MacLarty 
stressed  the  word’s  commonality  among  the 
movement’s  diverse  members.  “If  you’re  a 
gay  man,  lesbian  or  bisexual,  you’re  queer,” 
he  saic  “If  you  like  to  dress  in  a  way  to 
challenge  the  usual,  if  you  cross-dress,  [or 
are]  a  transexual,  you’re  a  queer.” 

“If  you’re  a  straight  man  or  woman  but 
like  to  get  a  little  same-sex  action  on  the 
side,”  said  MacLarty  to  spark  the  300-plus 
people  ready  for  a  march  through  downtown. 


“SURPRISE,  you're  queer!” 

MacLarty,  who  has  helped  orchestrate  the 
town’s  recent  major  gay  campaigns,  praised 
allies’  hard  work.  “We  changed  the  laws,  got 
out  and  fought — in  front  of  the  Hamilton 
County  Courthouse,  an  art  gallery.  City  Hall, 
on  the  campaign  trail,  at  the  board  of  health 
— and  we  won  every  time,”  he  said. 

Conservative  council  member  James 
Cissoll  recently  pulled  a  political  play  for 
attention  in  his  sagging  Council 
race — condemning  an  AIDS-awareness 
outreach  program  espousing  intravenous 
^  needle-cleansing  and  condom-distribution  to 
£  drug  users.  Two  nights  before  the  rally, 
§  GLAMA  picketed  the  Board  of  Health 
°  meeting,  won  favorable  media  coverage,  and 
z  then  packed  a  county  Democratic  Party 
5  meeting  to  win  endorsement  of  Stonewall 
x  Cincinnati  leader  Richard  Buchanan,  the  first 
^  openly-gay  candidate  for  Council. 

But  “let’s  be  careful,”  cautioned 
MacLarty,  “because  for  every  local  step 
forward,  we’ve  taken  a  national  step 
backward.  Thanks  to  George  Bush,  the  HIV- 
infected  continue  to  be  excluded — to  be 
turned  away — from  U.S.  borders.” 

“BOO!”  the  crowd  injected  throughout 
this  part  of  his  provocative  speech.  “The 
Ryan  White  AIDS  Care  law  has  been 
gutted,”  MacLarty  continued.  “Jesse  Helms 
was  re-elected.  An  important  civil  rights  bill 
faces  a  presidential  veto.  The  Supreme  Court 
has  gagged  doctors,  counselors  and  clinics 
across  the  [U.S.]  limiting  a  woman’s  right  to 
choose  [abortion].  The  Defense  Department 
continues  to  deny  our  rights  as  citizens,”  he 
said. 

“These  are  national  battles,  and  you  can  be 
sure  they  translate  into  local  issues,  and  we 
must  be  there,  when  women’s  and  AIDS 
programs  are  threatened,  and  to  get  ROTC 
expelled  from  the  (UC),”  said  MacLarty. 

“We  need  to  tell  them  over  and  over 
again,”  he  concluded,  “We’re  here,  we’re 
queer,  and  we’re  not  going  shopping.” 

Following  the  march,  Janet  Black,  director 
of  Ohio  NOW,  said  that  celebrating  pride 
together  is  a  moot  point  if  there  is  little  or  on 
solidarity  on  the  diversity  of  issues. 

“When  we  live  wholly,  completely, 
successfully — without  racism,  sexism,  and 
internalized  homophobia — we  truly  live 
free,”  said  Black.  “To  celebrate  Pride,  we 
must  value  our  differences,  and  listen  to  all 
our  voices,”  she  said.  □ 
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GCN  that  the  organization  “will  go  under  by 
year’s  end”  unless  more  funds  are  raised. 

The  World  Conference  cancellation  is 
expected  to  affect  ILGA’s  finances  by 
lowering  the  intake  of  membership  fees  and 
donations.  Already,  Warner  said,  ILGA  faces 
a  deficit  of  approximately  $35  thousand 
which  reflects  deeper  organizational  issues. 

ILGA  began  actively  expanding  its 
membership  four  or  five  years  ago.  Warner 
said  that  with  the  expansion,  it  became 
increasingly  apparent  that  the  organization 
could  not  run  solely  on  a  volunteer  staff,  so  a 
part-time  paid  position  was  created.  Yet 
fundraising  could  not  keep  up  with  the 
growing  membership,  in  part  because  many 
new  members  hailed  from  “developing 
countries,”  whose  membership  fees  were 
underwritten  by  ILGA. 

“We  are  basically  at  a  point  where  we 
can’t  persuade  the  international  movement  to 
pay  for  a  part-time  staff  person,”  said 
Warner.  “If  each  of  our  members  raised  $75, 
we’d  be  home  and  dry.” 

NGLTF’s  Bray  said  that  ILGA’s  financial 
crisis  has  not  been  helped  by  the  lack  of 
involvement  and  support  from  lesbians  and 
gay  men  in  the  U.S. 

According  to  Bray,  one  reason  for  the  lack 
of  a  U.S.  presence  within  ILGA  is  the 
organization’s  centralization  in  Northern 
Europe.  “Some  of  the  power  needs  to  be 
relinquished  to  developing  nations  and  the 
U.S.,”  said  Bray,  “and  I  think  the  leadership 
is  ready  to  do  that.” 

Bray  said  he  also  believes  that  “American 
xenophobia  and  ethnocentricism”  influence 
U.S.  activists’  reluctance  to  get  behind  the 
international  gay  movement.  He  said  that 
many  in  the  U.S.  fail  to  see  how  an 
international  gay  movement  can  affect  their 
lives.  For  instance,  he  pointed  to  the 
abolition  of  anti-gay  laws  and  the  eradication 
of  exclusionary  immigration  policies  as 
issues  of  international  significance. 

Bray  also  said  that  he  believes  that  gay 
men  and  lesbians  in  this  country  should  get 
involved  with  ILGA  because  of  the  relative 
sexual  freedom  and  material  wealth  people 
in  the  U.S.  take  for  granted. 

“What  we  saw  in  Guadalajara  is  indicative 
of  the  kind  of  oppression  gay  mejt  and 
lesbians  experience  all  over  the  globe,”  said 
Bray.  “We  need  to  broaden  our  vision  of  gay 
and  lesbian  equality  so  it  transcends  lines 
drawn  on  a  map.  — filed  from  Boston 
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888  WASHINGTON  ST. 

DEDHAM,  MASSACHUSETTS  02026 
(617)  461-0098 


LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 

CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANT 


In  our  6th  Year  as  greater  Boston's  First  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Owned,  Staffed  &  Operated  Body  Shop 


OFFERING 

■  Small  Shop  Personalization 

■  Completed  on  Chassis  Restoration 

■  Return  of  Damaged  Parts 

■  Late-model  Rental  Availably 

■  On-staff  Licensed  Appraiser 

■  Free  Follow-up  Service 


SPECIALIZING  IN 

■  Custom  Painting 

■  Euro-Sport  Look 

■  Classic  &  Antique  Cars 

■  Japanese,  German  & 
Scandinavian  Finishes 


106  Washington  Street,  Dedham,  MA  •  320-9835, 320-9836,  320-9837 
1  Block  from  Dedham  Mall  •  8am-6pm  Monday  -  Friday,  Saturday  by  appointment 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 


_ FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT _ 

SOMERVILLE,  MASSACHUSETTS  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


COMPUTER  HELP 

■  software  ■  hardware  ■  networks 
■  maintenance  ■  trouble-shooting 

Hosken  and  Associates  is  a  consulting  firm  specializing  in  automating 
small  business  practices  and  procedures  to  maximize  management  control.  We 
are  large  enough  to  have  wide  ranging  expertise  yet  small  enough  to  give 
your  needs  personal  attention.  Our  three  principals  have  over  thirty-five 
years  of  business  experience. 

We  know  what  it  takes  to  make  a  business  successful  and  we  help 
you  achieve  that  goal. 

HOSKEN  AND  ASSOCIATES 

8  Hillside  Street  •  Boston,  Massachusetts  ■  02120 
John  Hosken  (617)  445-8130  ■  FAX  (617)  442-6439 
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The  fabulously  unclassifiable  singing  sensations  reveal 
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BETTY  brings  their  must-see  show  to  Club 
Cabaret  in  Boston,  Thurs.,  June  20-Sun., 
June  23rd.  BETTY  will  also  be  performing  at 
the  Sunset  Concert  Series  on  Sat.,  July  27, 
Provincetown  Town  Hall. 

“Hello  BETTY ”  BETTY  s  hot,  brand¬ 
spanking-new  release  on  CD  and  cassette  is 
available  at  Tower  Records  in  Boston. 
Outside  of  the  Boston  area  call  the  BETTY 
hotline  for  mail  order  or  appearance  info: 
(212)  243-3184.  Or  write  to  BETTY  at:  The 
Man  From  B.E.T.T.Y.,  P.O.  Box  399,  Cooper 
Station,  New  York,  NY,  10276. 

Next  week,  “15  minutes  with  BETTY,  part  2: 
The  Interview.  ” 

— Compiled  by  Trixi  Sansabra 
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FAVE  RAVES 

* 

Name: 

Alyson  Palmer 

Amy  Ziff 

Bitzi  Ziff 

Zodiac 

Sign: 

Taurus 

Sagittarius 

Pisces 

Fave 

Color: 

Pink 

Brown 

Black 

Fave 

thing  to  do: 

Drink  tequila 
with  old  triends 
and  watch 
old  movies. 

Stay  in  bed 
and  eat 
bon-bons. 

Push  our  new 
recording  or 
have  sex. 

Fave  food: 

Velveeta 
processed 
cheese  food 
thing. 

Pretty  much 

anything 

with  sugar  in  it. 

Sex 

Fave 

TV  show: 

Great 

Performances 

The  Judge 

The  Simpsons 

Fave 

body  part: 

My  tongue 

Nose 

“You  can’t 
print  it.” 

Fave 

BETTY  song: 

“Fall 

“Metro” 

“Metro” 

Fave 

non-BETTY 

song: 

Fave 

cereal: 

“Killer 

Queen” 

TRIX 

(only  the  red/ 
yellow  ones) 

“Go  Ahead  &  Split 
Mr.  Amoeba  Man” 

“When  Sonny 
Gets  Blue” 

Fave  movie: 

Thelma  & 

Louise 

ditto 

ditto 

Fave  Artist: 

Tony  Salvatore 

Susan  Anderson 

Tom  of  Finland 
(I’m  looking  for 
T-shirts,  if  any¬ 
one  has  any). 

Fave  mag: 

GCN 

Little  Lotta 

Blue  boy 

Fave 

animal: 

Ost 

Mud  puppy 

Chia  Pet 

Fave  movie 
star  (female): 

Eve  Arden  & 
Ginger  Rogers 

Gerard 

Depardieu 

Jodie  Foster 

Fave  movie 
star  (male): 

Jeff  Chandler 

Kurt  Russell 

John  Candy  & 
Peter  Berlin 

Fave  hair 
produc  t/heaith 
&  beauty  aid: 

Coconut  oil 

Green  headband 

KY  Jelly 

Pet  Peeves: 

Street 

harassment 

Stepping  in 
greasy  dog 
diarrhea 

in  my  brand  new 
stilletto  heels. 

Have  so 
many,  it’d 
take  hours. 

What  would 
you  do  if  you 
weren’t  BETTY: 

Be  a  hang¬ 
gliding  nun. 

I’d  be  the 
coordinator 
of  all  those 
trolley  tour 
buses  and 
the  narrator 
in  charge. 

Something  to  do 
with  music.  No, 
no,  change  that. 

I’d  work  in  a 
women's  prison. 

Significant 
other  status: 

BETTY  loves  the  world  and  the  world  loves  BETTY  1 
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An  interview  with  Man'iia 
Andrade  da  Rocha  of  the 
Rede  Nacional  de  Prostitutas 


By  Jared 
Braiterman 


sexually 
explicit 
AIDS 
project 
funded  by 
the  federal 
govern 
ment?  For 
sex  work 
ers?  In  the  U.S.,  a  1987  budget  amendment 
drafted  by  Sen.  Jesse  Helms  forbade  federal 
funds  from  supporting  safe  sex  education 
using  explicit  language  and  visuals.  But  in 
Brazil,  the  national  sex  workers’ 
organization,  the  Rede  Nacional  de 
Prostitutas,  succeed  in  gaining  government 
funding  to  develop  an  AIDS  project  that  is 
both  sex-positive  and  sex-worker  positive,  a 
fact  that  is  enough  to  boggle  the  minds  of 
U.S.  AIDS  activists. 

Sexually  transmitted  epidemics  have  long 
been  blamed  on  sex  workers.  Earlier  it  was 
syphilis  and  now  it’s  AIDS.  In  the  AIDS 
crisis,  women’s  health  is  all  but 
forgotten — except  for  sex  workers,  whom 
public  health  authorities  and  popular  press 
writers  have  invested  with  a  capacity  to 
pollute — rivaling,  if  not  exceeding,  the  worst 
homophobic  representations. 

The  following  interview  was  conducted 
with  one  of  the  project’s  coordinators, 
Marflia  Andrade  da  Rocha,  26,  who  works 
with  the  Rede’s  Civil  Rights  and  Prostitution 
Program  based  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  at  the 
Institute  for  the  Study  of  Religion  (ISER). 
Andrade  da  Rocha  discusses  the  three 
illustrated  AIDS  education  booklets  for 
female,  male  and  transvestite  sex  workers; 
the  ongoing  struggles  with  the  federal  Health 
Ministry;  and  the  sexual  politics  and  health 
issues  faced  by  sex  workers  and  other 
women  in  Brazil. 

The  creation  of  these  materials  with 
government  money  was  a  tremendous 
success  for  the  Rede  and  one  of  the  few 
positive  AIDS  developments  last  year  in 
Brazil.  Official  AIDS  cases  totalled  more 
than  16,000  by  the  end  of  1990,  placing 
Brazil  second  only  to  the  United  States  in 
terms  of  AIDS  in  the  Americas.  Public 
health  authorities  and  AIDS  activists  agree 
that  there  has  been  massive  underreporting, 
and  provide  alternative  estimates  at  two  to 
10  times  the  official  figure.  With  new  cases 
increasing  exponentially,  the  Brazilian 
government  offers  little  hope  that  the 
situation  will  improve.  Last  summer 
Eduardo  Cortes,  the  recently  appointed 
government  official  in  charge  of  AIDS 
policies,  publicly  admitted  that  he  had 
nothing  to  show  after  three  months  in  office. 
Nor  could  he  promise  that  he  might  do 
something  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Under  pressure  from  international  health 
agencies  promoting  targeted  campaigns,  the 
Brazilian  Health  Ministry  funded  the  Rede  to 
design  an  AIDS  campaign  for  sex  workers. 
But  until  now,  the  Ministry  has  only 
provided  a  small  fraction  of  the  print  copies 
initially  promised.  After  a  difficult  struggle 
with  the  Ministry  to  maintain  the  integrity  of 
the  booklets  during  the  developmental 
phase,  the  Rede  is  now  seeking  funds  from 
non-governmental  organizations  to  print  and 
distribute  tens  of  thousands  of  copies. 

The  Rede’s  AIDS  project  is  part  of  the 
group’s  broader  strategy  of  fighting  for  sex 
workers’  rights  as  citizens  and  opening  a 
public  discussion  about  sexuality.  Gabriela 
Silba  Leite,  the  Rede’s  impassioned  founder, 
describes  the  two  sociopolitical  positions 
most  favorable  to  sex  workers  prior  to  their 
becoming  organized:  the  conservatives  who 
considered  sex  workers  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  good  girls’  virginity,  and  the 
leftists  who  viewed  sex  work  as  a  product  of 
capitalism  destined  to  disappear  with  the 
Revolution.  The  Rede  has  become  a 
powerful  voice  for  sex  workers,  and  will 
certainly  further  shake  up  Rio  and  Brazil 
next  January  when  the  organization  hosts  the 
third  international  sex  workers’  congress. 

Q:  What  were  your  ideas 
in  developing  the  AIDS 
booklets  for  prostitutes? 

A:  I  think  that  in  the  beginning  our  main 
purpose  was  political:  to  make  society  and 
the  state  recognize  the  existence  of 
prostitution.  Not  that  prostitution  wasn’t 
recognized,  but  it’s  always  been  in  a 
camouflaged  form,  dark  and  veiled.  The  act 
of  making  a  prevention  booklet  with  the 
state’s  stamp  [implies]  official  recognition  of 
the  existence  of  prostitution  as  an  organized 
and  active  group  in  Brazil.  The  other 
purpose  was  to  transmit  information  about 
the  question  of  AIDS  and  STDs...in  a  non- 
prejudiced  way,  in  a  way  that  is  accessible  to 
[prostitutes]. 

What  explains  the  fact 
that  the  Brazilian 
government  waited  lO 


years  to  launch  a  program 
of  AIDS  prevention  for 
prostitutes? 

Prior  to  this  [campaign],  the  government 
produced  several  campaigns  directed  not  to 
prostitutes,  but  to  the  [general  (sic)] 
population — in  the  sense  of  alerting  them 
against  prostitutes.  There  was  a  TV  campaign, 
“You  can’t  tell  if  someone  has  AIDS  from 
their  face,”  and  another  based  on  a  poem  by 
[Carlos]  Drummond  [de  Andrade],  “Pedro 
who  loved  Bia  who  loved  Fulano  who  loved 
Sicrano,  etc.”  These  made  a  play  on  both 
prostitution  and  homosexuality.  But  always  in 
an  effort  to  alert  the  population,  in  a  veiled 
form,  [telling  them]  not  to  mix  with  certain 
groups — dangerous  groups — that  is, 
homosexuals  and  prostitutes.* 

The  fact  that  the  government  took  the 
initiative  to  seek  us  out  and  to  produce 
material  specifically  directed  to  prostitutes 
occurred  because  of  international  pressure. 
The  World  Health  Organization  (WHO), 
through  its  conferences  and  contacts,  began  to 
realize  that  campaigns  [targeted]  to  specific 
groups — like  the  ones  coming  out  of  San 
Francisco — gave  the  best  results.  And  [the 
WHO]  began  to  pressure  Brazil  to 
increasingly  produce  targeted  campaigns.... 
Our  organization  was  suggested  for  the  area 
of  prostitution.  A  lot  of  the  initiative  came 
from  international  pressure.  At  any  rate,  it’s  a 
step  forward  for  the  Brazilian  government  to 
have  accepted  this  pressure. 

It  would  be  difficult,  if  not 
impossible,  to  get  a 
sexually  explicit  education 
campaign  paid  for  by  the 
U.S.  government.  Was  it 
easy  to  convince  the 
Brazilian  government  to 
use  street  slang  and 
explicit  visuals? 

No,  it  wasn’t  easy.  When  we  were  called  to 
participate  in  this  project,  it  had  the  name 
“Project  Prevention”  and  was  divided  into 
three  areas:  prostitution  and  homosexuality 
(together,  because  they  were  “promiscuous” 
sexual  relations),  drug  users  and  prisons.  The 
project  sought  to  form  a  nuclei  of  people  who 
would  spread  the  knowledge.  That  is,  we 
would  form  a  small  nuclei  of  people  in  one 
area, we  would  train  and  give  them  some 
subsidies,  and  then  these  people  would  return 
to  their  working  groups  and  pass  on  this 
knowledge.  That  was  the  intention,  but  there 
was  no  specific  methodology  for  these 
groups. 

In  the  case  of  prostitution,  [the 
government]  asked  for  one  manual  for 
prostitutes  and  one  for  homosexuals.  The  first 
fight  was  to  convince  them  that  the  reality  of 
prostitution  was  differentiated;  we  have 
female,  male  and  transvestite  prostitutes.  And 
that  homosexuals  were  something  entirely 
different — another  reality,  another  language, 
another  aesthetic.  Gabriela  [Silva  Leite,  the 
founder  of  the  National  Prostitutes  Network] 
led  this  fight,  and  there  were  various 
meetings,  until  they  decided  to  accept  our 
proposal  to  divide  the  task  into  three  manuals, 
as  long  as  it  didn’t  compromise  the  budget. 
What  they  gave  for  one  manual,  we  would  use 
to  make  three.  That’s  how  we  did  it.  We 
refused  to  do  the  manual  for  homosexuals 
because  there  were  other 'groups  that  work 
specifically  in  that  area  and  that  wasn’t  the 
case  for  us. 

After  you  submitted  a  draft 
of  the  booklets,  did  the 
language  and  the  visuals 
cause  problems? 

Yes!  I  think  that  mostly  because  of 
disorganization  they  didn’t  follow  the 
production  of  the  material  closely.  When  they 
saw  the  material,  it  was  already  in  its  final 
phase,  we  were  already  having  the  training  for 
national  instructors.  The  representative  from 
Brasilia  [Brazil’s  capital]  was  horrified  by  the 
language  and  what  he  considered  the 
superficiality  of  the  booklets.  The  booklets 
didn’t  speak  about  the  medical  question,  they 
didn’t  explain  what  a  cell  was,  what  a  virus 
was,  and  how  the  virus  spreads  within  the 
body.  We  argued  that  this  wasn’t  important. 
At  any  rate,  he  voided  the  training,  he  voided 
the  material,  saying  it  didn’t  conform  to  the 
[Health]  Ministry’s  standards.  However,  since 
he  hadn’t  followed  the  process,  we  had 
already  communicated  with  groups  and 
people  from  around  Brazil.  And  these  people 
formed  a  very  strong  pressure  group,  showing 
that  our  material  was  adequate,  that  it  was 
good. 

What  types  of  groups  were 
these? 

GAPAs  [volunteer-based  AIDS  prevention 


0  entra-e-sai  do  pau  as  vezes 
provoca  pequenas  feridinhas 
no  cu  e,  se  o  parceiro  estiver 
contaminado,  e  por  af  que 
pode  passar  o  virus  da  AIDS. 


From  pamphlet  aimed  at  transvestite  prostitutes,  illustration  shows  john  about 
to  get  fucked 


and  service  agencies]  from  around  Brazil, 
and  hand-picked  people  in  state  health 
departments  and  in  non-governmental 
institutions  who  were  working  or  wanting  to 
work  with  female  and  male  prostitutes. 

And  we  created  a  scene!  During  the 
training,  we  called  the  press  and  gave  them 
the  materials.  It  had  a  very  good 
repercussion.  Afterwards,  it  was  difficult  for 
the  government  to  come  out  against  the 
material,  after  committing  to  the  budget  and 
spending  a  lot  of  time  [on  it].  What  happened 
is  that  we  signed  a  contract  assuming 
complete  responsibility  for  the  manuals.  Any 
lawsuits  against  the  technical  content  or  the 
moral  content  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
ISER,  so  that  the  [Health]  Ministry  would 
not  be  sued.  Our  work  has  always  been  that 
way.  We  always  have  taken  responsibility  for 
what  we  do. 

And  I  also  think  that  the  Ministry’s 
practice  is  not  to  enter  into  direct  conflict 
with  non-governmental  organizations, 
especially  since  they  receive  international 
grants.  There  was  already,  a  few  years  ago, 
the  example  of  a  manual  made  by  SOS 
Corpo,  a  group  from  Recife,  that  had  the 
same  [conflict]:  the  [government]  gave  them 
the  budget,  they  didn’t  follow  the  process  and 
when  the  material  arrived,  they  were 
scandalized.  But  they  printed  it  and  simply 
didn’t  distribute  it.  The  material  has  remained 
filed  away  until  now  and  it  wasn’t 
distributed.  Our  fear  is  that  the  same  thing 
will  happen  [with  our  material]. 

How  many  copies  off  your 
booklets  were  made? 

It  seems  that  the  first  edition  was  going  to 
be  one  million  copies,  but  we’re  not  sure  how 
many  copies  the  Ministry  made.  What  I  know 
is  that  they’re  not  distributing  them.  The 
material  is  being  kept  in  the  Ministry,  [still  in 
their]  packages  under  the  allegation  that  there 
was  an  error  in  the  page  sequencing.  We’ve 
pressured  [them]  a  lot,  we’ve  sent  letters, 
other  people  have  sent  letters  and  they  don’t 
send  copies.  I  think  there  was  a  total  of  6000 
copies. 

It  was  very  easy  for  us  the  send  the  copies 
to  a  printer  and  change  the  pages.  It’s  a  lie 
that  they  didn’t  distribute  the  material 
because  of  a  page  sequence  error.  We  know 
that  they  printed  lots  [of  copies],  but  they’re 
stuck  in  the  Ministry.  The  [government]  is 
not  distributing  them. 

Do  you  have  any 
confidence  that  this  will 
be  resolved? 

No,  not  at  all.  There’s  no  legal  mechanism 
that  forces  the  Ministry  to  distribute  this 
material,  only  pressure  from  [non¬ 
governmental]  groups.  We  sent  a  letter  to  all 
the  [state]  Secretaries  of  Health  [and]  to  all 
the  [non-governmental]  groups  in  Brazil  that 
we  know  of.  We  sent  a  copy  of  the  booklets 
and  said  that  the  material  was  there  at  the 
Ministry,  that  they  should  send  a  little  letter 
asking  [for  them].  The  only  guarantee  is  that 
these  groups  exert  pressure,  but  legally  the 
[government]  can  bum  the  material. 

When  I  talked  with 
prostitutes  in  Rio,  they 
generally  seemed  well 
Informed  about  AIDS. 

What  other  educational 
purposes  do  these 
booklets  serve? 

Our  experience  shows  that  prostitutes 
have  an  enormous  concern  about  health 
issues.  Because  medical  discourse  has  always 
been  very  active  in  the  repression  against 
prostitutes,  prostitutes  have  had  to  find  out 
information  to  protect  themselves — by 
themselves — without  the  help  of  any 
organization.  This  discourse  placed  all  the 
blame  for  syphilis,  gonorrhea  and  the  rest  on 
prostitution. 

The  booklets  are  designed  not  only  to 
provide  information  that  prostitutes  already 
have,  but  also  to  provide  techniques  to  pass 
on  this  information.  Prostitutes,  in  effect,  are 
one  of  the  greatest  sources  of  information 
about  sex  and  STDs  for  men  in  Brazil.  Men 
often  don’t  want  to  go  to  doctors,  authority 
figures,  in  order  to  find  out  information.  They 
procure  this  [knowledge]  from  prostitutes. 
What  we  wanted  is  for  this  information  to 
flow  more  easily  and  less  mixed  with  folk 
beliefs,  which  on  the  one  hand  have  their 
validity,  their  force,  but  which  are  sometimes 
biased. 

How  are  the  books 
structured  to  inform  both 
prostitutes  as  well  as  their 
tricks? 


The  booklets  each  have  main  characters. 
In  the  booklet  for  female  prostitutes,  the 
character  is  named  Vera.  She’s  a  real  person 
who’s  worked  for  more  than  20  years  in  the 
Mangue  (a  zone  of  popular  class  [low-cost] 
prostitution),  she’s  45  years  old  and  has  an 
enormous  reputation  as  a  responsible  person 
and  a  good  informant.  She’s  sought  out  by 
kids  who  are  starting  [their  sexual  lives  and] 
by  men  who  have  a  problem  like  impotence 
or  who  think  they  have  a  disease  and  are 
looking  for  information.  She’s  a  real  person 
and  she  really  does  that  work.  Apart  from 
sex,  all  [sorts  of]  information  related  to  sex  is 
included  in  the  price.  We  talked  a  lot  with 
her,  and  we  were  really  startled  by  her 
knowledge.  She  even  reads  a  medical 
encyclopedia  to  better  prepare  herself....  She 
was  already  doing  this  work  of  passing  on 
information. 

Not  that  the  repression  began  with  AIDS, 
but  with  AIDS  the  repression  has  increased  a 
lot,  against  transvestites  and  woman 
prostitutes.  We  launched  that  discourse,  too, 
in  the  booklets — what  rights  they  have  as 
citizens;  what  discourse  they  can  use  with  the 
police  and  medical  authorities;  and  what  they 
can  demand  in  terms  of  being  well  attended 
to  and  oriented. 

That  was  the  basic  purpose  behind  the 
manual,  and  not  to  work  specifically  on  the 
case  of  AIDS.  We  know  that  in  Brazil  AIDS 
is  still  a  minor  question.  You  have  areas 
without  basic  sanitation,  where  women  die  of 
diseases  like  tuberculosis,  worms,  the 
syphilis  index  is  very  high  and  the  index  of 
intoxication  from  too  much  or  the  wrong 
amounts  of  medication  is  also  very  high.  We 
wanted  a  whole  concept  of  preservation  of 
the  body  and  health,  and  AIDS  was  included 


but  not  the  principal  element 

You  told  me  that  tricks 
frequently  offer  more 
money  for  unsafe  sex. 
What  type  of  information 
and  assistance  about  this 
problem  can  you  give  sex 
workers? 

This  was  a  problem  we  had  to  face. 
Prostitutes  early  on  perceived  that  condoms 
were  a  protection  not  only  against  AIDS  but 
other  diseases  as  well.  But  they  ran  into 
resistance  from  the  clients.  There  are  two 
things  that  make  the  client  [resist]  condoms. 
First  is  the  suspicion  that  the  woman  must  be 
sick,  or  that  she  suspects  that  he  is  sick.  “No, 
I’m  not  going  to  use  a  condom  because  I’m 
healthy.  Are  you  sick?” 

Second  is  that  the  condom  will  diminish 
his  pleasure.  Because  of  this  they  refuse  to 
continue  sexual  relations  with  a  girl  who 
demands  a  condom,  or  they  pay  less  and 
offer  more  money  [for  unsafe  sex].  Since  we 
know  that  prostitution  isn’t  just  a  pastime,  it 
becomes  a  question  of  subsistence.  We 
decided  to  examine  this  together  with  the 
girls.  It  was  from  the  experiences  of  some 
who  managed  to  overcome  this  that  we 
proposed  eroticizing  the  use  of  condoms, 
ways  of  seducing  the  client,  caressing  the 
penis,  using  colored  condoms.  We  even 
wanted  to  get  condoms  with  flavors,  in  order 
to  try  to  seduce  the  client  into  using 
condoms.  We  also  used  a  letter  in  the 
booklets,  a  “Dear  Clients”  letter  from  Dutch 
prostitutes  ...  speaking  about  the  importance 
of  condoms.  And  it  was  a  success.... 

There’s  a  part  of  the  letter  that  speaks  of 


the  wives  of  these  men,  who  are  at  home 
unaware  of  the  amorous  adventures  of  their 
husbands,  and  that  they  also  need  to  be 
protected.  In  a  country  where  the  question  of 
the  family  and  the  sanctity  of  the  home  is 
very  strong,  this  was  a  great  success!  The 
prostitutes  quickly  caught  on  to  the  meaning 
and  began  to  use  it  with  their  clients. 

Another  important  question  is  money. 
Condoms  are  very  expensive.  The  prostitute 
can’t  pay  for  the  condoms  without  greatly 
raising  her  prices.  And  if  she  raises  her 
prices,  she’ll  lose  her  clients.  Sometimes  the 
clients  don’t  have  money.  Therefore,  if  this 
work  isn’t  followed  with  a  [campaign]  to 
distribute  [free]  condoms,  it  will  be  severely 
[weakened]  because  it’s  so  expensive.  And 
Brazilian  condoms  are  very  bad. 

Condoms  cost  a  little  over 
one  U.S.  dollar.  Is  this  a 
large  part  of  a  prostitutes 
price? 

I’m  not  certain,  but  I  think  that  in  the 
Mangue,  it’s  about  six  dollars  including  the 
room.  Fifty  percent  stays  with  the  prostitute 
and  50  percent  for  the  owner  of  the  room. 
That  only  leaves  three  dollars.  If  you  pay 
more  than  one  dollar  for  a  condom,  that 
leaves  you  with  less  than  two  dollars.  That’s 
not  enough,  it’s  impossible.  And  the  clients 
are  often  construction  workers  who  make 
$60  [per  month].  For  him,  six  dollars  is  a  lot 
of  money.  He  can’t  pay  more  than  this. 

Official  AIDS  discourse  in 
Brazil,  including  the 
Identification  of  “risk 
groups,”  seems  very 
similar  to  that  of  the 
United  States.  As  a 
[North]  American,  I  am 
struck  by  the  extent  to 
which  this  is  an  almost 
entirely  imported 
discourse.  An  obvious 
example  is  the  campaign 
about  “night-time  danger” 
and  the  risk  posed  by 
prostitutes.  Can  you 
comment  on  how  Brazil 
reproduces  the  prejudices 
and  discrimination  that 
exists  in  the  United 
States? 

I  imagine  that  this  doesn’t  happen  only  in 
Brazil,  but  across  the  world.  We  had  access 
to  pamphlets  (including  North  American  and 
Swedish  ones)  that  make  reference  to  sex 
tourism.  They  not  only  campaign  against 
prostitution  in  their  own  countries,  but  also 
refer  to  sex  tourist  trips  and  the  danger  of 
[foreign  prostitutes]  who  are  Latin 
American.  Therefore  they  are  even  more 
sick,  more  propitious  [to  contaminate], 

I  think  the  discourse  of  prejudiced,  about 
stigmatized  groups  being  defective,  sick, 
dirty  has  tremendously  increased  with  AIDS 
discourse.  Even  some  pamphlets  that  were 
released  recently  show  people  with  AIDS  as 
patients  with  pus-filled  wounds,  a  very  ugly 
thing.  It’s  that  it’s  related  to  poor  people, 
who  are  people  of  the  night  and  Latin 
Americans  and  Africans.  In  this  way,  the 
medical  discourse  is  universal  about 
population  control,  of  what  is  considered 
healthy,  principally  in  relation  to  sex  and 
what  is  considered  healthy  in  order  to 
preserve  the  labor  force  and  the  ideal  of  the 
family. 

Do  you  see  any  link 
between  the  blame  that  is 
placed  on  prostitutes  and 
the  more  generalized 
sexism  in  AIDS  discourses 
and  practices?  I’m  thinking 
specifically  about  how 
prevention  campaigns  are 
always  directed  at  men  and 
what  men  need  to  protect 
themselves  from  “carriers” 
who  are  implicitly  or 
explicitly  female. 

I  think  the  reigning  concept  here  is  that 
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*ln  Brazil,  no  sustained  queer  movement  has 
produced  a  widely  used  alternative  to 
“homosexual,"  analogous  to  our  terms  "gay," 
“lesbian"  or  “queer."  While  “homosexual"  in 
Portuguese  has  the  same  negative  medical 
connotations  as  in  the  U.S.,  it  remains  the  most 
neutral  term.  The  same  is  true  lor  the  wad 
“prostitute." 


At  Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  we've  been  serving  members  of  New 
England's  gay  and  lesbian  community  with  a  full  range  of  compassionate,  ex¬ 
pert  health  care  services  since  1971.  We'd  like  to  serve  you,  too. 

When  you  come 
to  Fenway,  a 
team  of  out¬ 
standing  health 

care  professionals  will  fully  respond  to  your  needs.  You'll  always  work  with 
the  same  team  of  health  care  providers,  including  your  physician,  nurse 
practitioner/physician  assistant,  nurse,  and  medical  social  worker. 


We  Want  To  Be 

Your  Health  Care  Provider 


Our  services  include: 

•  Routine  Physical  Examinations 

•  Preventive  Health  Care 

•  Acute  Care  for  Episodic  Illnesses 

•  Management  of  Chronic  Illness 

•  HIV  Care 

•  Screening  and  Management  for 
Hypertension,  Cholesterol,  and 
Diabetes 


•  Breast  Exams 

•  Pap  Smears 

•  Gyn  Care 

•  Chiropractic  Care 

•  Nutrition  Evaluation 

•  Stress  Management 

•  STD  Diagnosis  and 
Treatment 


Visit  us  at  our  beautiful  new  health  center  —  New  England's  only  freestanding 


facility  dedicated  to  providing  our 
community  with  affordable,  quality 
health  care.  Give  us  a  call  at: 

(617)  267-0900. 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center, 


Thu  4PM-2AM,  Fri  4PM-2AM,  Sat  9PM-2AM 
823  Main  Street,  Cambridge,  MA  617-497-7200 


Tickets  for  all  shows  on  sale  now  at  Nlghtstage  Box  Office 
and  all  Ticketmaster  Locations  Charge  by  Phone  (617)  931-2000 
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Indigo  Summer: 

FRIDAYS  £  SATURDAYS! 


No  cover  Until  10:30pm  Every  Friday  and  Saturday! 


Saturday! 

Dancing  on  2  Floors  Top  40  Up/Alternative  Down  2  DJ's 
All  new  dance  lighting  and  sound  effects! 


THURSDAYS! 

No  cover  all  night.  Ticket  give  aways  to  Great] 

Every  Thursday  6  only  on  Thursday! 


Ml 

CfTMT  far  Ihr  Pnfarmf*  Am 


concerts. 


THE  BEST  IN  LIVE  ENTERTAINMENT  CONTINUES! 

July  6  8:00pm  (from  NYC)  TIGRESA  AND  ADULT  CHILDREN  OF  HETEROSEXUALS 
August  22  TWO  NICE  GIRLS  8:00  and  10:00pm  August  23  8:00  and  10:00pm  PERRON 


DO  YOU  HAVE  HIV? 

INTERESTED  IN  FINANCIAL  SECURITY? 


We  are  conducting  a  research  study  on  behalf  of  a  major  insurance  company  to  determine  the 
feasibility  of  offering  financial  products,  including  life  insurance  and  annuities,  to  individuals  at  risk  of 
developing  AIDS.  Your  opinions  will  influence  the  financial  services  offered.  Please  call: 

1-800-676-6281 

9:00AM  TO  9:00PM  •  EOT 
BETWEEN  JUNE  18  AND  JULY  2, 1991. 


Our  operators  will  ask  you  to  answer  a  series  of  questions,  taking  no  more  than  10  minutes  of  your  time. 
You  will  not  be  required  to  give  your  name  or  address,  the  calls  will  not  be  traced,  and  all  answers 

will  be  kept  in  the  strictest  of  confidence. 

SURVEYS  WILL  BE  CONDUCTED  BETWEEN  JUNE  18  AND  JULY  2, 1991. 


Your  participation  will  be  appreciated. 

STATISTICAL  ANALYSIS  CENTER 

RO.  Box  1218,  Tarboro,  NC  27886 
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Laughter  and  song 

The  return  of  Romanovsky  and  Phillips 


Romanovsky  and  Phillips. 

With  Pat  Humphries  and  Linda 
Moakes.  At  Paine  Hall,  Harvard 
University.  June  14. 

Reviewed  by  Steve  Karpf 

eon  Romanovsky  and  Paul  Phillips, 
the  “gay  Sonny  &  Cher,”  played  in 
ridge  recently  with  emcee  Linda 
Moakes  and  opening  act  Pat  Humphries.  By 
die  time  the  laughing  and  singing  evening 
had  ended,  Ron  and  Paul  had  walked  away 
with  two  standing  ovations,  and  the  audience 
had  enjoyed  a  touching  evening  of  superb 
performances  by  everyone  involved. 

Pat  Humphries,  described  in  the  Boston 
Globe  as  a  “local  hero,”  illustrated  the  range 
and  power  of  her  voice  in  each  of  the  songs 
she  performed.  And  Linda  Moakes  kept  the 
crowd  in  the  palm  of  her  hand.  Her  reading 
from  a  1970s  lesbian  dating/sex  handbook 
was  absolutely  hilarious,  and  at  one  point  the 
audience  participated  in  the  reading  by 
collectively  chanting  a  lesbian  seduction  line: 
“Your  breasts  are  so  beautiful,  and  your  skin 
is  so  smooth.” 

Romanovsky  and  Phillips  did  not  fail  to 
perform  classics  like  “Don’t  Use  Your  Penis 
For  a  Brain”  (complete  with  Paul’s 
interpretative  dance)  and  the  funny/loving 
“Prince  Charming  Tango  (I  Thought  You’d 
Be  Taller...).”  But  a  full  two-thirds  of  the 
songs  they  performed  came  off  of  their  soon- 
to-be  released  album  Be  Political,  Not 


Polite!  They’ve  still  got  their  silly  and  often- 
sharp  humor,  as  exhibited  in  “Once  Upon  A 
Time,”  which  chronicles  the  curious  way 
lesbian  fashions  and  music  preferences  get 
picked  up  by  gay  men,  and  vice  versa.  “Oh 
No. ..I’m  In  Love”  was  a  paean  to  the  new 
person  who  so  often  follows  on  the  heels  of  a 
break-up:  the  caring,  understanding  and  cute 
therapist. 

But  most  of  the  new  songs  the  pair 
performed  touched  on  the  more  serious  and 
angry  parts  of  living  as  lesbians,  bis  and  gay 
men.  “When  Heterosexism  Strikes”  urged 
open  and  creative  resistance  to  hetero¬ 
centrist  ignorance  and  hatred;  “Love  Is  All  It 
Takes”  was  a  moving  lullaby  for  the  children 
of  gay  and  lesbian  parents.  And  “One  of  the 
Enemy”  dramatized  the  internal  conflict  and 
shame  of  teachers  who  remain  closeted  for 
fear  of  losing  their  jobs.  Finally,  in  keeping 
with  the  R&P  tradition  of  singing  about 
relationships,  “Closing  Chapter”  called  to 
memory  the  tangled  strings  that  often 
connect  ex-lovers. 

It  can’t  be  claimed  that  Ron  and  Paul  have 
gone  completely  serious.  Not  with  Paul 
appearing  Friday  night  in  a  pink-and-black 
slip  of  a  dress,  black  leather  jacket,  and  boots 
with  knee-high  pink  stockings — and  Ron  in 
an  outfit  he  described  as  “k.d.  lang  meets 
Janis  Joplin.”  But  it  was  clear  that  while  they 
have  kept  their  humor,  they  are  also 
exploring  the  more  somber  and  more  angry 
places  in  people’s  hearts.  They  do  so  with 
power  and  depth.  □ 


Playwrights 
confront  AIDS 

Clinical  Partners  hosts  an  HIV  Playwrighting  Workshop 
that’s  about  to  present  its  works  in  progress 


By  Dennis  Chase 

ince  September  1990,  a  group  of 
writers  has  been  meeting  at  Boston’s 
Clinical  Partners — a  resource  center  and 
service  agency  for  people  affected  by  the 
AIDS  epidemic — to  explore  and  write  about 
HIV  issues.  The  group’s  main  focus  is  to 
express  their  experiences  in  dramatic  form, 
hence  the  “HIV  Play  writing  Workshop.” 

“One  of  the  things  that  a  lot  of  people 
don’t  think  about,”  co-founder  George 
Contini  told  GCN,  “is  that  HIV  issues  affect 
both  HIV-positive  and  HTV-negative  people. 
We’ve  tried  to  explore  both  perspectives, 
with  wonderful  and  unexpected  results.” 
Through  writing  exercises  at  the  workshop,  a 
group  discussion  and  critique  of  contributed 
scenes,  the  group  covers  many  different 
topics. 

The  playwrights  try  to  keep  a  sense  of 
humor,  but  that’s  not  always  easy.  In  fact  the 
humor  gets  rather  twisted  at  times,  such  as 
the  responses  to  a  fill-in-the-blank  exercise  at 
the  June  6  meeting.  The  sentence  was,  “You 
know  you’re  in  trouble  when  you’re  a  PWA 
if....”  One  respondent  said,  “people  keep 
asking  you  about  your  favorite  choice  of 
flowers  ...  and  memorial  charities.”  Again, 
not  everyone  in  the  group  is  a  PWA  or  even 
HIV  positive;  but  each  member  has  seen  the 
prevalent  issues  of  health  care, 
discrimination  and  stigma  associated  with  the 
epidemic. 

One  of  die  most  interesting  aspects  of  the 
group  has  been  the  diversity  of  the  projects 
and  subjects  brought  up,  although  some 
experiences  are  far  from  unique.  When  you 
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get  a  group  of  mosdy  gay  men  writing  about 
family  issues,  you  hear  a  lot  about 
relationships  with  Mom.  Safer-sex  and  erotic 
practices  are  issues  that  come  up  frequently 
as  do  HTV/AIDS  opportunistic  infections  and 
other  health  issues.  But  the  group  has  also 
explored  privacy  issues,  such  as  court- 
ordered  HIV  testing  for  rape  survivors  and 
suspected  rapists,  and  mandatory  HIV  testing 
in  general. 

The  playwrights  group  has  selected  seven 
scenes/works,  and  will  be  presenting 
performances  of  “works  in  progress”  to 
benefit  the  Living  with  AIDS  High  School 
Theater  Project.  The  works  will  be 
performed  by  local  actors,  who  are  well- 
known  for  area  performances,  and  who  have 
generously  donated  their  talent 

It’s  not  often  we  get  the  chance  to  support 
works  about  HIV/AIDS,  local  playwrights, 
local  actors,  and  the  Living  With  AIDS 
Theater  Project  all  in  the  same  evening.  So, 
go.  And  if  you  like  what  you  see  and 
hear — hilarious  or  bittersweet — you’ll  know 
whom  to  thank  for  it:  the  folks  at  Clinical 
Partners,  who  have  given  the  group  meeting 
space;  Club  Cabaret,  for  giving  the 
performance  space;  the  actors;  and  the 
playwrights,  nibbling  off  their  fingernails  in 
the  audience. 

The  HIV  Playwriting  Workshop  works  in 
progress  will  be  presented  June  27  and  28  at 
Club  Cabaret,  260  Columbus  Ave.,  Boston. 
Donation  is  $10  at  the  door. 

Dennis  Chase  is  a  local  member  of  the 
Playwrights  Workshop.  His  one-act  play, 
Forget-Me-Nots,  will  be  presented  both 
nights. 
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NOW  AVAILABLE  NATIONWIDE! 
TALK  LIVE  NOW! 


1 (800|  669-TOOL 

GAY  GROUP  ACTION  LINE 

1 (800)  659-HARD 

HARD  CORE  GROUP  ACTION  LINE 

1 (800)  488-GUYS 

CRUISE  LINE  FOR  REAL  MEN 


NO  900  NUMBERS 
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ONE-TO-ONE 

VOICEMAIL 
PERSONALS  TOO! 


n 


□ 


Ha%/e 

Ea 


NO  CREDIT  CARDS  NEEDED 
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Personals 

Confessions 

Fantasies 


1  -900-FU 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Personals 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to 
GCN  Box#,  Gay  Community  News ,  62  Berkeley 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02116.  This  applies  to  GCN 
Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O.  Boxes.  Mail  may  be 
addressed  to  GCN  boxes  for  weeks  after  the  issue 
in  which  it  appears.  Check  carefully  to  be  sure 
you  have  the  correct  box  number! 

ALTERNATIVE  LIFESTYLE 

I  -900-740-6600 

Private  mailboxes  $1.39 


GM  “bear”  29  1/2  wants  photo/video  used  jock- 
underwear/?  exchange.  Wnte:  Pig  Guy,  GCN  Box 
358 


Warm,  bright,  attractive  JLF,  mid-twenties  seeks 
one  easy-going,  affectionate  woman  for  conversa¬ 
tion,  dining  out,  films,  romance — a  picnic  by  the 
ocean?  GCN  Box  111  (fr4S) 

- RAW  HARbTKnORTll 

...or  gentle  romance;  one  on  one  or  group  J.O. 
scales.  Not  another  “bullshit”  phone  line.  REAL 
MEN  CLUB.  DO  IT  NOW!  617-848-0027  IT’S 
HOT!  (47) 


I  DON'T  WANT  TO  MOVE  TO  SAN  DIEGO! 

This  nice  boy  wonders,  “Am  I  the  only  nice  boy 
in  town?”  Let's  meet  for  ice  cream  and  chat  about 
our  favorite:  summers,  films,  line  dances,  and 
tropical  fruit  salad  recipes.  Box  J732 


I  suppose  you  know — I  have  (what's  becoming) 
an  unmanageable  crush  on  you.  (49) 


I'm  looking  for  men  to  date,  have  fun  with,  and 
maybe  even  settle  down  with,  but  along  the  way 
I’ll  enjoy  the  1,  2,  and  3  nighters  that  come  my 
way.  I  like  men  of  all  designs,  although  short, 
stocky,  balding  ones  raise  my  pole  especially 
high.  I'm  26,  6'2",  2351bs,  of  Italian  decent,  cov¬ 
ered  with  a  full  coat  of  body  hair  and  a  full,  bushy 
stache.  I’ve  got  multiple  piercings,  and  a  tattoo. 
I'm  into  a  variety  of  sexual  activities  and  don't 
intend  to  limit  myself,  but  do  rather  especially 
enjoy  active  anal  play  (inc.  FF),  kissing,  snug¬ 
gling  and  cuddling  do  it  for  me  also!  While  I'm 
happy  in  a  top  role,  compromises  can  be  made, 
especially  for  the  right  people.  Ask,  I  might  be 
interested.  All  letters  will  be  responded  to.  Send 
a  photo  and  your  letter  to:  GCN  Box  111 


I  need  a  man.  Box  R46.  (47) 


MAYBE  YOU  DON'T  KNOW 
WHAT  YOU  WANT... 

That's  okay,  because  most  of  the  time  it's  not 
what,  but  who.  And  you  know,  it  could  just  be 
me.  I  am  a  WL,  27.  I  would  call  myself  a  film¬ 
maker  if  I'd  made  a  film  more  recently  than  3 
years  ago.  I  moved  to  Boston  in  January  and  am 
discovering  for  the  first  time  the  many  trials  and 
joys  of  waitressing.  I  am  being  serious  (lest  some¬ 
one  think  I  am  making  a  classist  joke).  Let's  see... 
If  you  don't  mind  having  sex  4  or  5  times  a  day 
(now  I  am  joking),  if  you  believe  that  people 
don't  think  enough  before  they  open  their  mouths 
(or  write  personal  ads,  Ha!);  if  you  still  love 
Sandy  Bernhard,  most  Geminis,  and  most  music, 
if  you  have  an  open  mind  and  absolutely,  posi¬ 
tively  have  a  sense  of  humor — write  to  me  and 
we’ll  go  out  for  a  drink.  GCN  Box  AC4  (49) 


Would  your  personal  ideal  heroine  be  someone 
with  Emma  G's  ferocity,  Audre  Lorde's  poetic 
nature.  Madonna's  sense  of  style  and  Sandra's 
wit?  Okay,  so  I'm  not  that  girl,  but  let's  write 
about  her!  Ready  to  hear  from  you.  GCN  Box 
222.  (47) 


HAPPY  BIRTHDAY  TRIXTER! ! ! ! 


Massage 


MASSAGE 

Great  Massage  Full  Body  Swedish  Massage  For 
the  Relief  of  all  Tensions.  By  Professional 
Gentleman  With  Strong  Caring  Hands.  Beacon 
Hill  “Carlos”  742-2416  (V.  1 9,1.1 0) 


Announcements 


CATS/DOGS  LOW  COST  SPAYING 

Low  cost  spaying  and  neutering  for  cats  and  dogs. 
For  those  who  cannot  afford  regular  vet  fees. 
Performed  by  licensed  vets  in  their  own  clinics. 
For  application  call  899-8523.  (V.19,  i  6) 


FIREWALKING! 

Taught  in  Essex  MA,  July  7.  Whether  you  choose 
to  cross  the  fiery  coals,  or  choose  to  observe, 
your  ideas  about  reality  and  your  place  in  it  will 
be  changed  forever.  For  information:  (617)864- 
4908.  *  (47) 


Radio/Cable  for/about  us.  Send  $1  &  SASE  for 
program  list  to  John  Zeh,  1455  Chapin  St.  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20009-4510 


VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED 

The  Foundation  for  Children  with  AIDS  is  seek¬ 
ing  volunteers  to  commit  to  3  hrs.  per  month.  For 
more  info,  please  call  Loretta  at  625-2121. 


Help  Wanted 


UVE-IN  OR  PART-TIME 

Personal  Care  Attendants  to  assist  female  profes¬ 
sional  disabled  activist.  No  experience  necessary 
but  must  have  a  driver's  license  and  be  responsi¬ 
ble,  mature,  and  energetic.  Live-in  $200/wk. 
Weekends,  $1 90  Call  73 1  -6228  (49) 


Part-time  clerical  work  with  a  small  non-profit  in 
Cambridge.  15  hours/week  (flexible)  at  $8/hr.  6 
month  commitment.  Please  send  resume  or  letter 
to  FairTest,  342  Broadway,  Cambridge  MA 
02139. 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  ‘Sports  Medicine  -Diagnosis  and 
treatment  ot  disease  -Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 


ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  community  since  1974  •  Insurance  accepted 
739-7860 


Gay  and  Lesbian 

Hdppine 

617-267-9001 

tty/voice 

4-11  PM  Monday  -  Friday 
6-11  PM  Sunday 

A  program  of  the 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  CLASSIFIEDS 

HEADLINE  ( optional) 

BOLD _ 

max.  30  characters 

FLAMER _ 

max.  20  characters 

COPY 


Attach  extra  sheets  as  needed;  each  word  after  25  words  is  25 #,  business  ads  35 # 


BASIC  COST 

□  Non-business: 

$6  for  1  st  25  words;  25#  for  each  addtl  word 
$ _ per  ad  x _ (number  of  runs) 

□  Business: 

$8  for  1  st  25  words;  35#  for  each  addtl  word 
$ _ per  ad  x _ (number  of  runs) 

HEADING 

□  Hamer  $3.00  x _ (number  of  runs) 

□  Bold  $1.50  x _  (number  of  runs) 

DISCOUNTS 

10-20  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10% 

21-30  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15% 

31+  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20% 

BOX  SERVICE 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  six  weeks 

BOXED  DISPLAY  CLASSIFIEDS 

□  $15  per  column  inch, _ inches  x  $15 


CATEGORY 

□ 

PERSONALS 

$ 

□ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

□ 

HELP  WANTED 

$ 

□ 

HOUSING  WANTED 

□ 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 

$ 

□ 

APARTMENTS 

$ 

□ 

SUMMER  RENTALS 

si 

□ 

MASSAGE 

$ 

□ 

FOR  SALE 

$ 

□ 

PUBLICATIONS 

□ 

ORGANIZATIONS 

$ 

□ 

SERVICES 

□ 

RIDES 

$ 

□ 

MOVERS 

Name _ _ _ _ _ 

Address _ _ _ _ _ _ 

City _ State _ Zip - Phone - 

Deadline  for  Classifieds  is  Friday  at  3  p.m.for  the  next  Friday's  edition.  All  ads  must  be  prepaid 
No  ads  accepted  over  the  telephone.  Please  clip  and  return  this  ad  form  to 
qCN  Class  fieds,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA.  02116 


OREX- 


ceptional 


TRAVEL 

VALUES 


FOR  THE 
LOWEST 
FARES 
ANYWHERE 


FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

482-2900 


Serving  the 

Community  since  1975 


VIDA  K.  BERK0WITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

In  practice  since  1975 

General  Practice 

•  Family  Law 
•  Real  Estate  Transfers 
•  Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 

•  Discrimination 

•  Unemployment 

•  Worker's  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  M A  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


ni5 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS  C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster  Office  Park 
East  Orleans,  MA  02643 

1-800-339-2006 


GCN  needs  volunteers  to  do 
lots  of  things.  Don't  miss 
this  chance  to  help  out 
your  favorite  weekly.  Call 
426-4469  for  more  details. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Roommate 


DON'T  FORGET! 

All  renewal  calls  must  be 
made  by  Friday  at  3  pm. 


PORTER  SQUARE 

LF  seeks  reliable  roommate  (25+)  to  share  E-Z 
oing  household.  Washer/Dryer.  Nice  yard. 
250+ util  a  must  seek.  Call  628-1868  (lin) 


VICTORIAN  BRIGHTON 

Own  room  in  spadous  house  with  professional 
lesbian  couple  and  son  age  3.  Near  T  smoke  free, 
amenities.  Available  anytime,  now  or  start 
September  1.  $395/month  or  EXCHANGE 
ROOM  AND  BOARD  for  13  hours/week  help 
with  housework,  errands,  and  childcare.  254-5929 

(41) 


Newtonville.2  LFs  seek  LF  ,  friendly,  responsible 

to  share  large  house  semi-coop,  fireplace,  yard, 
no  smoke  drugs,  alcohol.  S350  plus  including  half 
bath  965-0648.  (46) 


BRIGHTON-Cleve.  Circle.  One  professional  Bi- 
F  seeks  one  M/F  to  share  huge,  sunny  3bdrm. 
Hdwd  floors,  storage  space,  porches,  $485+/mo. 
Must  see.  Vivienne  787-8589.  (nr47) 


ALLSTON 

4  LF  looking  for  2  more  to  share  sober,  semi -coop 
household.  Lots  of  space,  HW  floors,  porch,  gar¬ 
den.  Near  T,  bus,  Boston  Food  Coop.  $254+. 
Avail.  Aug  1.  254-0448.  (48) 


LARGE  ROOM/PRI V.  BATH 

Newly  decorated  BR,  priv  bath,  2  large  closets 
share  LR,  DR,  EiK,  W/D  near  Ashmont  T.  Avail 
immediately  $325+  util.  265-7220.  Lv.  Msg.  (48) 


PROVIDENCE 

Moving  to  Providence  or  commuting?  GF  looking 
for  F  to  share  beautiful  7  rm.  apt.,  lull  or  part- 
time.  $375.+util.  F.T.  rent;  negotiable  for  P.T.  Lv. 
message.  (401)  751-7781.  (46) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Gay  owned  and  occupied  home  2  1/2  bedroom  2 
bath  duplex  laundry  facilities  off-street  parking. 
Convenient  to  orange  and  green  lines,  $890 
including  utilities  call  (508)-995-1435  anytime. 

(47) 


Inman  Square 

I  LF  seeks  2  for  3  bedroom,  sunny  easy¬ 
going  apt  Great  location,  landlord,  and 
yard.  Near  Bus  and  Central  Sq.  T.  Cats 
negotiable.  Rent  $283,  includes  heat  &  hot 
water.  Call  Sarah,  776-5537 


Apartments 


NEAR  TUFTS— MEDFORD 

5  room  apt.  on  quiet  street  in  2  family  house; 
deck  +  garden,  ceiling  fans,  refiig,  W/D,  storage; 
cats  welcome;  great  owners;  avail  7/1  $750+  util; 
call  617-391-0532  (48) 


All  natural  1  BR  apt,  hdwd,  pkg,  trees  view, 
moonlight,  ecofem  owner  occ  hse  on  hill,  T  & 
Xwy,  $545.  Older  one  $485  inc.  all  436-2583  Dor 

(48) 


Sunny,  breezy,  bayview,  secure  2  BR.  Wood 
floors,  wood  stove,  private  porches,  backyard. 
Jones  Hill,  near  Savin  Hill  Red  Line  and 
JFK/UMass.  $800,  available  8/1.  288-9136.  (48) 


MEDFORD 

2  BR  in  L  occup  3  DKR  2  prchs,  parking,  yard, 
share  W/D/,  $650+  7/1.  391  -4515  (47) 


MEETING  HOUSE  HILL 

Renovated  large  1  BR  with  huge  closets,  W/D, 
porch,  garden.  Gay  owner  occupied.  $550,  incl  all 
utilities.  265-5653 


APARTMENT  FOR  RENT 

4+  rooms,  pets  OK,  yard,  small  woodstove,  nice 
view,  ceiling  fan,  pkg,  near  T,  3-fam,  LF  owner 
occup.  $550+  util,  $250  S.  Dep,  Malden,  324- 
6822  (V.  18.  No.  2) 


Movers 


Appleton  moving  company,  Inc.  Your  moving 
partner.  Low  rates.  Excellent  service.  Fast,  effi¬ 
cient,  careful.  Gay  owned  and  operated.  Packing, 
pianos,  hoisting.  Boston:  641-1234  Suburbs: 
246-1905  (VI 949) 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New 
and  used  boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers. 
Truck  and  equipment  rentals.  We  load/unload 
your  truck  522-0826 


Publications 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation's 
oldest  women's  newsjoumal.  Analysis,  reviews, 
conference  coverage,  and  news-on  health,  femi¬ 
nist  theory,  reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and 
political  work  among  working,  disabled,  incarcer¬ 
ated,  old  and  poor  women,  women  of  color,  les¬ 
bians  and  women  from  every  continent  $15/11 
issues 


THE  OTHER  SIDE  OF  THE  STORY 

That's  what  you  get  .inside  every  issue  of  IN 
THESE  TIMES.  We've  built  our  reputation  on 
addressing  the  issues  the  mainstream  media 
ignores,  and  that's  why  our  unique  point  of  view 
has  been  trusted  by  thousands  of  readers  for  fif¬ 
teen  years.  Experience  the  very  best  in  alternative 
American  journalism  by  ordering  a  sample  copy 
today.  Write:  IN  THESE  TIMES ,  2040  N. 
Milwaukee  Ave.,  Chicago,  IL  60647  or  subscribe 
toll  free  from  anywhere  in  the  U.S.:  (800)  435- 
0715.  GIVE  US  A  TRY.  WE'LL  GIVE  YOU 
THE  VIEW  FROM  THE  OTHER  SIDE. 

- WOMEN1  S  "REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since 
1983.  Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and 
abroad.  Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $1 8/Canada, 
$25/institutions.  Free  sample  on  request.  THE 
WOMEN'S  REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women's 
Research  Center,  Wellesley,  MA  02181. (ex) 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of 
commentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor 
by  and  for  women  who  agree  to  disagree -who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample 
$1.50sub.  $6  more  if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro, 
No.  236G,  SF,  CA  94114.  (18.35) 


GAYELLOW  1X1 

S"1973  PAGES  IAJ 

Accommodations,  AIDS/HIV  resources,  bars, 
bookstores,  various  businesses,  health  care, 
legal  services,  organizations,  publications, 
religious  groups,  switchboards,  therapists, 
travel  agents,  &  much  more,  for  gay  women 
and  men. 

All  prices  below  INCLUDE  FIRST  CLASS 
POSTAGE  to  USA,  Canada  &  Mexico,  in 
sealed,  discreet  envelopes.  Mailing  lists  are 
strictly  confidential. 

Orders  from  ouside  USA  (including  Canada  & 
Mexico):  payment  must  be  in  US  Funds  payable 
on  a  US  bank,  or-by  Post  Office  or  American 
Express  money  order.  (We  suggest  you  try  a 
local  bookstore  first,  to  avoid  possible  Customs 
problems!) 

US/CANADA.  Canada  and  USA  tor  women  & 
men.  City  by  city  information  for  all  US  States, 
Canadian  Provinces,  and  the  US  Virgin  Islands, 
lus  nationwide  resources  including 
eadquarters  of  national  organizations  and 
caucuses;  publications;  mail  order  companies, 
etc  $12.00;  outside  N.  America  $17  (airmail) 
NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY.  NY  &  NJ;  separate 
Women's  Section;  Manhattan  bar  notes  by  Jerry 
Fitzpatrick.  $5.00;  outside  N.  America  $8 
(airmail) 

SOUTHERN/Southem  Midwest.  64  pages  AL 
AZ,  AR,  FL,  GA,  KS,  KY,  LA,  MS,  MO,  flM,  NC, 
OK,  PR,  SC,  TN,  TX,  US  Virgin  Islands,  VA. 

$5.00;  outside  N.  America  $8  (airmail) 
NORTHEAST.  CT,  DE,  DC.  ME,  MA,  NH,  OH, 

PA,  Rl,  VT,  W V.  $5.00;  ouside  N.  America  $8 
(airmail) 

RENAISSANCE  HOUSE,  BOX  292-GCN 
VILLAGE  STATION,  NEW  YORK,  NY 
10014-0292  (212)  6744)120 


MATTAPAN 

4rm  2BR  3rd  floor  of  3  or  bus  1  mi  to  trolley 
$700  ht  incl.  Pets  possible  Kathy/Rebecca  298- 
3989  (46) 


JP  APT 

4  large  rms,  porch,  W/D,  lesbian  own/occu.  near 
trans.  pond,  off  st.  parking.  $630  inc.  heat/hot 
water.  (Avail  7/1)  983-0163  (48) 


Lynn  Shore  area-walk  to  beach,  immaculate 
2BR,  2  bath,  fully  appl.  kitchen,  WW,  A/C,  patio. 
Available  8/1.  $700+  utilities.  (617)-581 -7119 
(Vol.  19, 1. 1) 


IMMED  OCCUPANCY - 

LRG  1  Bed.  Many  extras.  $600.  Ashmont  Area. 
Lv.  message.  265-2177  (47) 


The  most  comprehensive  and 
updated  source  of  Information  and 
organizations  in  New  England ! 

Over  200  pages  of  contacts,  businesses  &  non-profits. 


THE  NEW  ENGLAND 
COMMUNITY  GUIDE 


To  Order  in  Mass., 
call  (617)  723-5130 
In  the  U.S.,  1-800-338-6550 
MC/VISA  Welcome 


Or  send  $6.95  to:  Kennedy  Publishing,  105 
Charles  Street,  Suite  283,  Boston,  MA  02114 


ROSUNDALE 

Quiet  area,  spacious  2  bedroom,  living,  dining 
room,  kitchen,  refrigerator,  bathroom, 
sunroom/study,  backporch,  backyard,  hardwood 
floors.  NearT.  Available  July  1  $725.  Call  1-344- 
7545.  (48) 


Nice  4room  apt.  in  lesbian  owned/occupied  3 
family.  Off  st.  parking,  hardwood  floors,  safe 
neighborhood  on  Malden/Melrose  line.  Near  T. 
Your  chance  td  live  in  “out”  enviomment  with 
privacy  and  “extended”  household.  Avail  6/1. 
Pets  poss.  Call  Karen:  321-3569 


For  Sale 


DON'T  BE  ANOTHER  VICTIM 

CARRY  MACE  IN  CASE 

Send  $15.00  check  or  MO  to:  Gust  Lundberg,  140 
Dudley  Hill  Road,  Pembroke,  NH  03275 


STAT  CAMERA 

GCN  has  a  perfectly  good  stat  camera  that  is  tak¬ 
ing  up  too  much  room.  Compugraphic  Camera 
System  1418B.  Price  negotiable.  Call  426-4469, 
and  talk  to  Frank 
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Vacations 


MERMAID  INN  FT  LAUDERDALE  BEACH 

Guest  rooms  efficiencies,  suites,  heated  pool, 
cable  TV.  725  N.  Birch  Rd.  Ft  Lauderdale  FL. 
33304  1  -800-749-DYKE  Gay  Men  Welcome 

(47) 


A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN! 

Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  the  pool,  cool  nights  by 
a  crackling  fire  or  in  our  hot  tub.  With  1 00  moun¬ 
tain  acres,  hiking  trails,  yummy  breakfasts,  peace 
&  privacy,  we’re  your  perfect  vacation  choice! 
Golf,  tennis,  antiquing,  summer  theater  nearby. 
Spectacular  fall  colors!  HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box 
118G,  Bethlehem  NH  03574.  (603)  869-3978. 
Grace,  Innkeeper.  (v.  194. 16) 


WATERSHIP  INN 

Rustic  cozy  inn  one  half  block  from 
Provincetown  harbor,  free  continental  breakfast, 
parking,  most  rooms  w/privale  bath  OPEN  YEAR 
ROUND.  7  Winthrop  Street  Provincetown,  MA 
02657.  (508)  487-0094.  TJ 


GAY  TRAVEL 

VIDEO  SERIES 


Now  Available  on  VHS! 

FEATURING: 

•  Key  West 

•  Ft.  Lauderdale 

•  Provincetown 

•  Montreal 

COMING  THIS  SUMMER: 

Palm  Springs, The  Russian  River,  San  Francisco, 
New  York  City,  and  Gay  &  Lesbian  Europe 

Tapes  cost  $19.95  each 
Provincetown  2  part  series  $29.95 

For  information  or  to  order  a  tape  by  Mastercard  or 
VISA  in  Mass.,  call 

(617)  723-5130 

Or  in  the  U.S., 

1-800-338-6550 


PRISONERS 

SEEKING 

FRIENDS 


AIDS  STORIES 

Three  book  projects  are  looking  for 
letters  from  prisoners  and  others  about 
AIDS.  Ronald  Manning  is  putting 
togehter  PILO  (PWAs  inside  looking  out) 
a  newsletter  by/for  prisoners  with 
AIDS/HIV.  Write  to  him  at  840  Albany 
Shaker  Rd,  Albany  NY  12211.  Letters 
from  PWAs  In  prison  can  also  be  sent  to 
Prison  Letters  Project,  47  Whitney  Hill, 
Parkridge  NJ  07656.  PWAs,  PWARCS, 
HIV+,  as  well  as  those  who  have  known  a 
PWA  who  has  died  can  send  letters  for  a 
book  called  AIDS  Letters,  4521  Campus 
Dr,  suite  101,  Irvine  CA  92715.  And  the 
same  goes  for  letters  to  PWA  Letters 
Project.  Write  to  them  at  516  Hudson  St, 
#2,  Hoboken  NJ  07030. _ 


I'm  an  anarchist,  poet,  biker,  into  love 
and  lust.  Let's  exchange  photos,  letters, 
tapes,  fantasies.  Can't  write  other  POWs 
but  will  answer  all  who  send  SASE. 
Jackie  L.  Deal,  31546,  LCF,  Box  2, 

Lansing  KS  66043 _ 

I'd  like  to  have  someone  to  write  to,  no 
games,  just  friendship  and  truth.  Ricky 
Hayes,  EF175627,  HCO  1,  Reidsville  GA 

30499 _ 

Lonely  GM  looking  for  that  special 
person  to  start  a  relationship.  I'm  warm 
and  caring,  will  write  to  anyone  who 
writes  to  me.  Danny  Meredith,  83982, 

Box  128, 5-1B-7,  Eddyville  KY  42038 _ 

I  have  been  assaulted  here  and  could  use 
some  help  in  may  case  against  the  DOC 
and  state  of  Viginia.  I  have  cases  cited 
which  would  help  me  but  have  no  way  of 
getting  them  copied  since  I  have  no 
funds.  Can  anyone  help?  Joey  Pepe,  VSP 
147858,  2/3  South,  301  Greenville  Ave, 

Staunton  VA  24401 _ 

I'm  looking  for  an  open,  trusting 
relationship.  I  enjoy  racquetball, 
cooking,  tennis  and  water  sports.  Will 
answer  all.  David  Lynch,  90A0087,  3622 
Wende  Rd,  Box  1187,  Alden  NY  14004_ 
GM,  Italian,  very  shy,  but  gay  in  every 
sense  of  the  word,  would  like  to  hear 
from  free  world  gay  men.  Prejudice 
discouraged-no  room  in  the  world  for  it! 
God  bless  my  gay  brothers  and  sisters. 
Edward  A.  Romero,  475528,  Rt  4,  Box 

1200,  Rosharon  TX  77583 _ 

GM  ,  HIV+,  will  write  to  all.  I  am  so 
lonely.  I  need  someone,  a  good  friend. 
Frances  H.  anker,  494519,  Box  628,  Lake 

Butler  FL  32054 _ 

Been  gay  all  of  my  life  &  need  a  friend.  I 
am  HIV+,  I  love  men,  love  to  write  rock  n 
roll.  Please  write  Keey  Steen,  618856, 

Box  628,  Lake  Butler  FL  32054 _ 

GM,  monogamous,  fun  loyal,  seeks 
TV/TS  with  same  qualities  for  a  penpal. 
Friend?  More?  Dale  Chesson,  53884,  Box 

600,  CAnon  City,  CO  81215 _ 

GM  looking  for  someone  to  write  as  a 
friend,  and  hopefully  become  a  lot  closer 
to.  I'm  very  loving,  understanding. 
What's  inside  counts.  I  like  all  kinds  of 
music.  Sorry,  can't  write  other  prisoners. 
David  Terry  E-64801,  Box  W,  Represa 

CA  95671_ _ 

GM  would  like  to  write  anyone  who 
wants  to  start  a  friendship  or  maybe 
something  better!  Jeffrey  Ball,  Box  900, 
Portage  WI 53901 _ 


“WALL  THOSE  IN  AH0  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  A0AIHST  THEIR  BONDAGE” 

Alexander  Berkman, 

Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 


Women  Seeking  Friends 

99 

BF,  honest,  seeking  friendship  with  any 
who  will  write.  Inez  Silvera,  149982,  G20, 
Box  3700,  Chattahoochee  FL  32324 _ 

FREE  TO  LESBIAN  PRISONERS: 
Common  Lives/Lesbian  Lives 
Box  1553,  Iowa  City,  IA  52244 
Reclaiming 

Box  14404,  S.F.CA  94114 

Maize- Word  Weavers 

Box  8742,  Minneapolis  MN  55408 

Lesbian  Contradiction 

584  Castro  St  (263),  SF,  CA  94114 

Goddess  Rising 

4006  first  Ave  NE,  SEattle  WA  98105 
Lesbian  Connection  (Diner  Women's  Ctr) 
Box  811,  E.  Lansing,  MI  44826 
Waves  (Puget  Sound  Progressive  Voice) 
1017-B  E.  Pike,  Seattle,  WA  98122 
Woman  of  Power 
Box  827,  Cambridge  MA  02238 

Lonely  GM  would  like  to  hear  from 
other  GM  for  friendship,  possible 
relationship.  I  like  camping,  fishing, 
cokking,  reading,  TV,  cuddling.  James  A. 
Shamp,  32400,  A-3-5,  Box  473,  Westville 

IN  46391 _ 

I  am  presnetly  in  my  18th  year  of 
incarceration,  serving  a  life  term  with  the 
possiblity  of  parole.  I  need  a  friend  to 
write  to.  Jerry  Youngberg,  B-50097, 
D8/112-L,  Box  7500,  Crescent  City,  CA 

95532 _ 

Seriously,  what  can  I  say  that  hasn’t 
already  been  said  in  all  the  other  ads? 
I’m  sick  &  tired  of  trying  to  cajole 
readers  to  write  me.  I'm  a  native  New 
Yorker  of  Portuguese  descent  &  my 
integrity  isn't  shallow.  C.  Gianni  Gomes, 
D-97767,  Box  2000,  VAcavilie  CA  95696 
(N-129) _ 


BiM  who  enjoys  lifting  weights,  full  of 

TLC,  seeks  someone  mature,  sincere, 
honest  for  friendship  &  correspondence, 
maybe  more  upon  release.  Bobby 

Monroe,  Box  215,  Maury  NC  28554 _ 

I'm  looking  for  penpals.  I've  got  18 
months  to  go,  am  a  serous  person  and  I 
don't  play  games.  Thanks.  Ransom  L. 
Collins,  718446,  3950  tiger  Bay  Rd, 

Daytona  Beach  FL  32124  (D-South) _ 

GM,  Jewish,  would  like  to  meet  new 
friends  for  possible  relationship.  Feel  free 
to  be  candid.  Looking  forward  to  hearing 
from  you  soon.  Keith  Phillips  100289, 

Box  128  (4-A-17)  Eddyville  KY  42038 _ 

GM  with  mood  eyes  of  English 
background  interested  in  nature, 
literature,  music  such  as  Led  Zeppelin, 
The  Doors,  60s  and  70s.  If  you  need  a 
friend  or  more  as  I  do,  please  write  Ted 
Bamsch,  499447,  Rt  1,  Box  1,  Huntsville 

TX  77349 _ 

Hi,  I  need  someone  to  write  to.  I  have  a 
life  sentence  and  would  love  to  write 
anyone  who  will  write  to  me.  Please 
respond.  Clyde  Marshall,  103344,  Camp 
J  l-R-9,  Louisiana  State  Penitentiary, 
Angola  LA  70712 _ 


26  June ,  Cambridge  ♦  Denver  Women’s  Chorus.  8  p.m.  MIT 
Kresge  Auditorium,  77  Mass.  Ave.  Tickets  $10  advance,  $12  at  door; 
available  at  New  Words,  Glad  Day,  and  by  phone :  247-BGMC. 


THE  DENVER  WOMEN’S  CHORUS 

DEBBIE  KENYON,  MUSIC  DIRECTOR 
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Celebrate  the  first  New  England  appearance  of 
one  of  America’s  finest  women’s  choruses 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the  Monday 
before  the  week  of  the  event  Photos  encouraged! 
Please  specify  if  event  is  or  is  not  wheelchair  accessible 
and/or  sign  language  interpreted.  Please  use  our  format 
as  a  guide  for  listings.  All  listings  must  be  typed.  Please 
note  that  listings  are  printed  only  as  space  allows;  we 
regret  that  we  cannot  print  every  submission.  No 
phone  calls,  please! 

Phone  numbers  listed  are  in  the  6 1 7  area  code,  and 
non-major  cities  are  in  Massachusetts,  unless  other¬ 
wise  noted. 

22  Saturday 

NH  ♦  Chiltern  Mtn.  Club  Huntington  Ravine  Climb. 
6/22  and  6/23.  Info:  Loren  or  Cindy  625- 
8S37.Watertown  ♦  Lesbian  Tennis.  DOB.  9  a.m. 
sharp.  Free  tennis  courts  behind  Marshalls,  Arsenal 
Mall.  Info:  Laura  628-1038. 

Burlington,  VT  ♦  Vermont  Gay  Pride  March  and  Rally. 
Noon  at  City  Hall;  march  to  begin  12:30  p.m. 
Entertainment  3  to  5  p.m.  Dance  at  Memorial 
Auditorium  6  to  10  p.m.  Info:  Ronni  (802)  479-1250. 

Boston  ♦  AIDS  Project  Worcester  Benefit  Dance:  Jim 
Voltz  Sets  Sail  for  Worcester.  The  former  anchor  of 
Pride  Time  is  now  director  of  AIDS  Project 
Worcester.  8  to  12  p.m.  Appalachian  Mountain  Club,  4 
Joy  St,  Beacon  Hill.  $10.  Cruiseware  preferred. 

Boston  ♦  Slow  Dancing  at  the  Center.  9  p.m.  to  I 
a.m„  fourth  Saturday  each  month.  Slow  dancing  lesson 
10:30  p.m.  by  Jason  Thomas.  G/L  Comm.  Ctr.,  338 
Newbury  St  247-2927. 

23  Sunday 

North  Shore  ♦  Wild  Women  Afternoon  Bike  Trip. 
DOB.  Details:  Carol  (508)  532-3069. 

Boston  ♦  Girth  and  Mirth  Games  Day.  2  to  6  p.m. 
Info:  Neil  661-2061. 

Boston  ♦  Dykes  Dialogue:  “Buffy  Dunker  Sharing  Her 
Story.”  Jenifer  Firestone.  4  p.m.  L/G  Comm.  Ctr.,  338 
Newbury  St  247-2927. 

Provincetown  ♦  Phil  Gambone  reads  from  “The 
Language  We  Use  Up  Here.”  4  p.m.  Now  Voyager, 
357  Commercial  St  (508)  487-0848. 

Dorchester  ♦  Todd  and  Michael's  Silent  Movie  Night 
Mabel  Normand  in  Mack  Sennett’s  silent  comedy  fea¬ 
ture  ‘The  Extra  Girl.”  7  p.m  288-0391. 

24  Monday 

Cambridge  ♦  Hot  Lesbian  Videos.  8  p.m.  DOB,  Old 
Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  $1.  661-3633. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Rap:  “Sexy  Humor  /  Humorous 
Sex”  Women’s  Ctr.,  46  Pleasant  St  8  to  10  p.m.  354- 
8807. 

Boston  (and  other)  Cable  TV  ♦  Between  Takes:  “Life 
Lessons.”  Documentary  on  three  persons  with  AIDS. 
Pride  Month  G/L  focus.  9:30  p.m.  on  Boston  cable  A3. 
Many  other  cable  access  channels,  week  of  6/23  to 
6/29  (Cambridge  CCTV  6/27  8:30  p.m.) 

25  Tuesday 

Provincetown  ♦  P’Town  AIDS  Support  Group 
Dedicates  Its  New  Meeting  Space.  96-98  Bradford  St  3 
p.m.  (508)  487-9445. 

Boston  ♦  “Clinical  Trials:  Understanding  the  Basics.” 
Clinical  Partners  and  AAC  6  to  7:30  p.m.  AAC,  131 
Clarendon  St,  4th  Hr.  Info  and  registration:  536-5950. 

Boston  ♦  “Pre-Conceptions:  Legal  Issues  and 
Alternative  Insemination.”  7  p.m.  FCHC,  7  Haviland 
St,  2nd  fir.  conf.  rm.  $5.  Info:  Jenifer  267-0900  x282 

Cambridge  ♦  30+  Lesbian  Rap:  “Emotional  Content  of 
Commitment”  Women’s  Ctr.,  46  Pleasant  St.  7  to 
8:30  p.m.  354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  Buddy  Program  Orientation,  AIDS  ACTION 
Committee  Volunteers  needed  to  provide  emotional 
and  practical  support  to  AAC  clients  on  a  one-to-one 
basis.  Orientation  mtg.  the  fourth  Tuesday  each 
month.  Minimum  age  requirement  is  24.  AAC  131 
Clarendon  St  7:30  p.m.  Info:  437-6200x450. 

Boston  ♦  Healing  Services  For  All  Affected  By  AIDS. 
7:30  p.m.  Old  South  Church.  Dartmouth  &  Boylston 
Sts.  628-7665. 

Cambridge  ♦  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap:  “Bi-History  in 
the  Gay  Community.”  Women’s  Ctr,  46  Pleasant  St. 
7:30  to  9:30  p.m.  354-8807. 

26  Wednesday 

Boston  ♦  Downtown  Lesbians  Brown  Bag  Lunch. 
12:30  p.m.  Third  Wednesday  each  month  (June  is  an 
exception).  Info:  Julie  725-3562 

Boston  ♦  Greater  Boston  Business  Council:  “The 
Central  Artery  /  Third  Harbor  Tunnel  Project." 
Cherrystone’s,  100  Atlantic  Ave.  6  p.m.  $21. 
Reservations:  446-7872 

Boston  ♦  Coming  Out  Support  Group.  The  Center, 
338  Newbury  St.  Second  and  fourth  Wednesday  each 
month.  8  p.m.  Info:  247-2927. 

Cambridge  ♦  Denver  Women's  Chorus  8  p.m.  MIT 


Kresge  Auditorium,  77  Mass.  Ave.  Tickets  $10 
advance,  $  1 2  at  door;  available  at  New  Words,  Glad 
Day,  and  by  phone:  247-BGMC 

27  Thursday 

Boston  ♦  The  Coalition  for  L/G  Civil  Rights.  Meets 
every  other  Thursday.  The  Center,  rm  20 2K.  338 
Newbury  Sl  6:30  to  8p.m.  Info:  David  828-3039. 

Boston  ♦  “(Fire)Works  in  Progress”  Staged  readings 
of  short  plays  and  scenes  written  by  participants  in 
HIV+  Playwrighting  Workshop.  6/27  and  6/28,  7  to  9 
p.m.  Qub  Cabaret,  321  Columbus  Ave.  $10.  536-0972 

Boston  ♦  “Ayur  Veda  (Traditional  Indian  Medicine).” 
Multicultural  AIDS  Coalition.  FCHC  Living  Well  Series. 

7  to  9  p.m.  FCHC,  7  Haviland  St  267-0900  x287. 

Boston  ♦  FCHC  Living  Well  Series:  Staying  Healthy. 
Fourth  Thursday  each  month.  7  to  9  p.m.  BLC,  140 
Clarendon  St  7th  floor.  Info:  Rob  267-0900. 

Dorchester  ♦  Dorchester  GALA  Licking,  Sticking, 
Stuffing  Get-Together.  Info:  Barry  288-1847  or  Hotline 
825-3737. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Open  Mic.  with  Betsy  Salkind. 
Comediennes  and  folk  singers.  8  p.m.  Crone's  Harvest 
761  Centre  St  Sign  up:  983-9530. 

28  Friday 

Boston  ♦  “(Fire)Works  in  Progress.”  7  to  9  p.m.  See 
6/27. 

Boston  ♦  Friday  Night  Video  Series:  “1776.”  7  p.m. 
L/G  Comm.  Ctr.,  338  Newbury  St  $2  247-2927. 

Boston  ♦  Liturgy  for  All  Those  Affected  by  AIDS. 
Simple  reception  to  follow.  Paulist  Center,  5  Park  St  7 
p.m.  742-4460. 

Boston  ♦  T.G.I.F.  Boston  Professional  Ass’n  meets  at 
Club  Cafe  Moonshine  (back  bar)  for  casual  cocktails 
and  mixing.  Last  Friday  each  month.  5:30  to  7:30  p.m. 
$3. 

29  Saturday 

New  York  ♦  1 0th  Annual  Gay  Pride  Run.  5  miles. 
Central  Park.  9:30  a.m.  Info:  Front  Runners  NY  (212) 
724-9700. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Couples  Group:  "The  Ecstasy 
and  the  Agony:  Being  a  Lesbian  Couple  in  the 
Heterosexual  World.”  Women’s  Ctr,  46  Pleasant  St. 
1 1  a.m.  to  I  p.m.  354-8807. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Lauri  Goldsmith  and  Sue  Krantz  in 
Concert  8  p.m.  Crone’s  Harvest  761  Centre  St  983- 
9530. 

30  Sunday 

N.  Brookfield  ♦  Chiltern  Mtn.  Club  Bike  Ride.  Info: 
Gloria  547-0053. 

Townsend  ♦  Gaylaxians  (New  England  L/G/B  science 
fiction  and  fantasy  fans)  Monthly  Mtg.  I  p.m.  Rides 
available.  Info:  write  to  Gaylaxians,  POB  1059,  Boston 
02103. 

Boston  ♦  AMALGM  Monthly  Men’s  Meeting.  (AMAL- 
GM  =  Assoc  of  Mass.  Asian  L/GM.)  Last  Sunday  each 
month.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St,  room  202K. 
Info:  247-2927. 

Boston  ♦  Dykes  Dialogue:  “Dating  Before 
Commitment”  4  p.m.  L/G  Comm.  Ctr,  338  Newbury 
St  247-2927. 

July  I  Monday 

Amherst  ♦  Kaleidoscope  Monthly  Mtg.  Older  L/G/B 
and  friends.  Topic:  Gayla  XII.  6:30  to  9  p.m.  Bangs 
Comm.  Ctr,  Boltwood  Walk.  Info:  Corrie  (413)  525- 
2188,  Warren  (413)  586-4277,  or  Dave  (413)  773- 
3092 

Hanover,  NH  ♦  Panelmaking  Workshops  for  the  AIDS 
Memorial  Quilt  First  and  third  Mondays  each  month. 
Lutheran  Church,  5  Summer  St  7  p.m.  Info:  Thom 
(603)  632-4145. 

Boston  ♦  Queer  Nation  /  Boston.  Community  Church 
of  Boston,  Copley  Square  above  Back  Bay  Bistro.  7:30 
p.m,  first  and  third  Mondays  each  month.  Info:  577- 
8123. 

2  Tuesday 

Boston  ♦  Tefillat  Refuat  Hanefesh,  “Service  for  the 
Healing  of  the  Soul.”  Jewish  patients  with  longterm 
medical  conditions.  Temple  Israel,  Longwood  Ave.  and 
Plymouth  St  First  T uesday  each  month.  566-3960. 

Framingham  ♦  Framingham  G/L  Youth  Group.  People 
22  and  under,  meets  first  and  third  Tuesdays  each 
month.  Civic  League  Bldg,  214  Concord  St  6  to  7:30 
p.m.  Info:  write  P.O.  Box  426,  S.  Framingham,  MA 
01701. 

Boston  ♦  Support  group  for  lesbian  and  single  women 
interested  or  involved  in  alternative  insemination.  7  to 
8:30  p.m.  Second  fir.  conf.  rm,  FCHC,  7  Haviland  St 
Info:  Jenifer  Firestone  267-0900. 

Boston  ♦  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston.  First  and 
third  Tuesday  each  month.  Lindemann  Center,  2nd  fl 

8  to  10  p.m.  Info  742-7897. 


3  Wednesday 

Concord,  NH  ♦  Lesbian  Health  Clinic.  First 
Wednesday  each  month.  5  to  9  p.m.  Full  gyn  svcs. 
Appt  or  more  info:  Randie  (603)  225-2739. 

Boston  ♦  NAMES  Project/Boston  General  Mtg.  First 
Wednesday  each  month.  7  p.m.  Piemonte  Rm,  City 
Hall  (Congress  St  entrance). 

Somerville  ♦  B/L/G  Rights  Activists  of  Somerville 
(BLGRAS)  Monthly  Meeting.  First  Wednesday  each 
month.  7  p.m.  Info:  666-9288  or  628-9650. 

Worcester  ♦  Supporters  of  Worcester  Area  G/L 
Youth.  Open  to  g/l/b  youth  21  and  under.  First  and 
third  Wednesday  each  month.  United  Congregational 
Church,  6  Institute  Rd.  7p.m.  Info:  (508)755-0005. 

4  Thursday 

Northampton  ♦  Valley  Gay  Alliance.  First  and  third 
Thursdays  each  month.  Basement  of  the  Unitarian 
Church,  22  Main  St  7:30p.m.  (413)  527-5310. 

5  Friday 

Boston  ♦  Friday  Night  Video  Series  at  the  Center. 
“Law  of  Desire.”  7  p.m.  $2  suggested.  338  Newbury  St 
2nd  fir.  247-2927. 

Saturdays 

Boston  ♦  Frontrunners.  Meet  at  Metropolitan  Health 
Club  for  2  to  5-mi.  run  along  Charles.  Lockers  and 
showers  complimentary.  10  a.m.  Also:  Tues.  1215  p.m. 
at  MHQ  Wed.  6:45  p.m.  at  Hatch  Shell.  282-0013. 

Cambridge  ♦  Single  Mothers’  Support  Group.  Free 
drop-in  group  with  child  care,  alternate  Saturdays. 
Women’s  Center.  46  Pleasant  St  1 1  am- 1 2:30  p.m. 
354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  Pink  Flamingos.  TV/TS  of  New  England.  4  to 
6p.m.  338  Newbury  St,  2nd  fir.  247-2927. 

Boston  TV  ♦  PrideTime  —  Boston  G/L  TV,  with 
Cynthia  Pape.  7:30  p.m.  Boston  Neighborhood 
Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  Also  on  Cambridge 
Cable  Channel  19,  7  p.m.  Tuesdays,  and  on  other  sys¬ 
tems;  check  your  listings. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Women’s  Coffeehouse.  Musical  enter¬ 
tainment  usually.  8  p.m  Crone’s  Harvest  761  Centre 
St  $5  suggested  donation.  983-9530. 

Sundays 

Boston  ♦  Different  Strokes  Swim  Team.  Coached 
workouts  for  swimmers  of  all  abilities.  10:1 5  at  Boston 
City  Hosp.  swimming  pool.  Ed  767-0449. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Alliance  of  G/L  Youth  (BAGLY) 
Drop-In  Center.  St  John  the  Evangelist  Church,  35 
Bowdoin.  (800)  42BAGLY. 

Boston  ♦  Work  Issues  Support  Group.  2  to  4  p.m. 
G/L  Comm  Ctr,  338  Newbury  St 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Strikers  Soccer  Qub.  Weekly  novice 
and  club  scrimmages.  All  levels.  3  p.m.  Info:  Erik  423- 
0929  or  Jeff  876-76 1 2 

Boston  ♦  Western  Orthodox  Church  Mass.  Arlington 
St  Church,  35 1  Boylston  St  227-5794. 

Boston  ♦  Dignity  Mass.  Liturgy  followed  by  a  social 
hour.  St  John  the  Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoin  St 
5:30  p.m  536-6518. 

Boston  ♦  Metropolitan  Community  Church 
Worship/Fellowship.  131  Cambridge  St  (near  Gov’t 
Ctr.).  7  p.m.  Info:  Rev.  Tanis  437-0420. 

Boston  ♦  Narcotics  Anonymous.  L/GM.  The  Center, 
338  Newbury  St  8  p.m.  247-2927. 

Boston  ♦  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600AM. 
I0:30pnv230  am. 

Mondays 

Boston  ♦  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support  group 
for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  1225  p.m.  262-3456. 

Boston  ♦  Monday  Night  Dinners  for  PWA’s  and 
Friends:  about  100  people  meeting  every  Monday  at 
AAC  for  dinner.  No  reservations  required.  6  p.m. 
AAC,  131  Clarendon  St  437-6200. 

Dorchester  ♦  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  First  Parish 
Church,  Mtg.  Hs.  Hill.  Beginners  6:30,  hardhats  8  p.m 
Worcester  ♦  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  A  support 
group  for  family,  friends,  concerned  others  dealing 
with  HIV.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7-8:30  p.m.  (508)755- 
3773. 

Boston  ♦  Northern  Lights  Alternatives  Honda-/  Night 
Rap  Group.  Talk  to  others  living  with  HIV.  38 
Appleton  St  7:30-9  p.m.  Info:  Ann  O’Rourke  694- 
0964. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Rap  Group.  The  Women's 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St  8-10  p.m  354-8807. 

Cable  TV  ♦  "Between  Takes.”  Often  a  G/L  slant  on 
events.  Boston  A3  Mondays  9:30  p.m.  Cambridge 
CCTV  Thursdays  8:30  p.m.  Rhode  Island  Interconnect 
A  Fridays  8:30  p.m.  Other  areas:  check  listings. 


Tuesdays 

Providence,  Rl  ♦  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island.  Call  for  meet¬ 
ing  place  (401)  461-4191. 

Gloucester  ♦  Healing  Circle  /  Positively  Clean  and 
Sober.  Healing  circle  6:30  to  8  p.m,  open  to  anyone 
facing  chronic  or  life-threatening  illness.  8  to  9  p.m, 
for  people  living  with  HIV  and  dealing  with  subst  abuse 
issues.  N.  Shore  AIDS  Project  19  Pleasant  St  (508) 
283-0101. 

Cambridge  ♦  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap.  The  Women’s 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St  7-8:30.  354-8807. 

Medford  Radio  ♦  ‘We  the  People”  —  with  feminist 
Sheila  Parks.  WMFO  9I.5FM.  7-9a.m.  Tufts  U.  radio. 

Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  for  HIV+  G/B  Men  and 
Their  Significant  Others.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS  Project 
Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St  7-8:30  p.m  (508)  755- 
3773. 

Boston  ♦  ACT  UP/Boston.  The  Uving  Center,  YWCA, 
140  Clarendon  St  7  p.m  49-ACTUP. 

Boston  ♦  L/G  Freedom  Trail  Band  Rehearsals.  No 
audition  necessary.  Mass  College  of  Art,  Longwood 
and  Brookline  Ave.  7: 1 5  p.m  266-0628. 

Wednesdays 

Boston  ♦  Sales  Networks  Program  for  G/L  Business 
Owners  and  Supporters  of  the  Community.  7:30  to 
9:30  a.m.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St,  2nd  fir. 
Registration  required:  Marc  Spencer  262-2400. 

Hyde  Park  ♦  Women’s  Pick-Up  Hockey.  MDC  Hyde 
Park  Rink  (near  Dedham).  8  to  9  a.m.  Info:  Janice  326- 
1600  x3S0. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Alliance  of  G/L  Youth  (BAGLY). 
Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St  New 
persons’  meeting  6p.m.;  women  and  men  meet  sepa¬ 
rately  6:45  to  7:30;  general  meeting  7:30p.m.  (800) 
42BAGLY. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Al-Anon.  Wheelchair  accessible. 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St  6:30  to  8  p.m.  354- 
8807. 

Worcester  ♦  Supporters  of  Worcester  Area  G/L 
Youth  (SWAGLY).  Social  support  grp.  for  youths  22 
and  under.  7  to  9  p.m.  United  Congregational  Church, 
6  Institute  Road.  7  to  9  p.m.  (508)  755-0005. 

Springfield  ♦  Names  Project  Meeting.  New  chapter 
with  weekly  quilting  meetings.  All  welcome.  Frontier. 
19  Pearl  St  7  to  10  p.m.  (413)788-7459 

Boston  ♦  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support  group 
for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  7:30  p.m.  262-3456. 

Boston  ♦  Bisexual  Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Mass. 
General  Hospital.  7:30  p.m.  Info:  Marge  259- 1 559. 

Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  for  HIV+  who  are  in 
Substance  Abuse  Recovery.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS 
Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St  7:30  to  9  p.m. 
(508)  755-3773. 

Bridgewater  ♦  S.  Shore  G/L  Alliance.  7:30  to  9  p.m. 
Bridgewater  Ctr.  Primarily  a  social  group  of  age  25+, 
but  all  welcome  Info:  Glen  293-5183  or  Dave  294- 
0367. 

Thursdays 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 

Boston  ♦  Names  Project  Quilting  Bee  —  for  the  AIDS 
Memorial  Quilt  Sewing  supplies  and  support  provided. 
Boston  Living  Ctr,  140  Clarendon  St  7th  fir.  7  to  9 
p.m.  Info  451-9003. 

Portsmouth,  NH  ♦  Out  and  About  A  lesbian  social 
and  support  group.  Info:  Keryn  (603)  749-5852. 

Boston  ♦  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support  group 
for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  7:30  p.m.  262-3456. 

Provincetown  ♦  Positive  PWA  Coalition  Weekly  Rap 
Session.  7:30.  155  Bradford  St.  Peer  led.  (508)  487- 
3998. 

Boston  ♦  The  Group.  Discussion  and  social  hour.  The 
Center,  338  Newbury  St  266- 1 1 29. 

Boston  ♦  L/G  Ice  Hockey  Practices  and  Intersquad 
Scrimmages.  All  levels.  9  p.m.  Grtr  Bos.  rink.  Info:  John 
350-6063,  Al  522-1408. 

Cambridge  ♦  GAMIT  Study  Break.  (GAMIT  =  Gays  at 
MIT.)  GAMIT  lounge,  room  50-306,  142  Memorial  Dr. 

Fridays 

Watertown  ♦  GLOW:  G/L  of  Watertown.  395-4664. 
Boston  ♦  GCN  Friday  Night  Stuffing  Party.  Come  stuff 
the  paper,  eat  pizza,  and  make  new  friends.  GCN,  62 
Berkeley  St  5  p.m.  426-4469. 

Boston  ♦  Friday  Night  At  The  Movies.  Boston  Living 
Center.  140  Clarendon  St  Free.  7  p.m.  236-1012. 

Boston  ♦  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support  group 
for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Qarendon.  7:30  p.m.  262-3456. 


Brazil 

Continued  from  centerspread 


From  the  cover  of  prostitution  pamphlet 


to  create  AIDS  campaigns  speaking  about 
women  and  condoms  directed  at  prostitutes, 
because  “honest”  women  have  sex  with  their 
husbands,  or  at  the  very  most  with  fixed 
lovers.  And  the  [man]  knowing  the  honesty 
and  morality  of  his  woman,  will  take  the 
precautions  so  as  not  to  pollute  her,  if  by  any 
chance  he  has  adventures  outside  of  that 
relationship.  An  “honest”  woman  doesn’t 
have  varied  sexual  relations  with  multiple 
partners.... 

Men  are  alerted,  and  they  are  alerted 
against  prostitutes!  And  lovers  are  included 
in  this  discourse,  as  if  men  were  only  active 
outside  of  marriage  with  this  type  of  woman. 
To  direct  a  discourse  to  women  like,  “Look, 
you  don’t  know  what  your  husband  is 
doing!”  would  be  to  speak  about  the 
hypocrisy  of  marriage,  of  the  relation  thing 
that  is  supposed  to  be  monogamous.  It  would 
be  unmasking  an  entire  social  game,  which  is 
a  lot  for  society  to  face.  These  matters  are 
well  camouflaged. 

Can  you  speak  about  other 
work  that  you  and  the 
Rede  are  doing  against 
the  prejudice  off  the 
medical  discourse  about 
prostitution? 

We  basically  have  as  our  strategy  working 
on  the  question  of  self-esteem.  The  prostitute 
incorporates  the  discourse  of  humiliation  and 
prejudice,  after  a  century  of  stigmatization. 
Therefore  she  continually  faces  her  work  as 
degrading,  bad  and  sinful.  Through  meetings, 
informal  conversations  and  the  production  of 
materials — including  historical 

materials — we  seek  to  recover  the  history 
and  a  fun  and  pleasurable  side  of  the 
profession.  We  try  to  help  these  women  see 
themselves  as  whole  people  and  not  as 
divided  people.  Basically,  our  work  has  been 
to  awaken  the  consciousness  of  these  women 
about  the  weakness  of  that  discourse  that 
divides  women  into  good,  saintly  women  and 
bad,  sinful  women. 


women  have  a  passive  role  in  [sexual] 
relations,  so  that  it  behooves  men  to  take 
safeguards  for  prevention.  The  only  women 
who  can  have  an  active  relation  in  sex  are 
prostitutes,  [portrayed  as]  wicked  [and] 
shameless.  For  this  reason  it’s  only  possible 


Beyond  the  government’s 
casting  blame  on 
prostitutes,  what  health 
services  does  the 


government  provide 
prostitutes  living  with  HIV 
infection  or  AIDS? 

None.  Like  the  poor  population  that 
represents  90  percent  of  the  Brazilian 
population,  [prostitutes]  are  not  offered  any 
medical  services.  The  medical  system  in 
Brazil  is  bankrupt.  It  doesn’t  exist.  It’s  chaos. 
And  in  relation  to  AIDS,  it’s  even  worse 
because  our  [health]  professionals  are 
prejudiced,  misinformed,  incapable  of 
providing  leadership  in  the  situation  of 
hysteria  that  AIDS  provoked.  Therefore,  of 
the  few  hospitals  we  have,  the  majority 
refuse  to  attend  patients  with  the  virus. 

What  special  problems  do 
prostitutes  encounter  in 
the  health  system? 

She  faces  prejudice  when  she  seeks  out  a 
health  clinic.  The  greatest  advice,  or  the  only 
advice,  that  is  given  to  her  when  she  procures 
[a  clinic]  to  get  an  exam  or  because  she’s 
worried,  is  that  she  should  be  ashamed.  She 
is  told  that  she  should  leave  “the  life”  in 
order  not  to  expose  herself  to  the  risk  of 
AIDS.  [In  the  eyes  of  the  health 
professionals]  the  fact  that  she  is  exercising 
this  profession  already  places  her  as 
necessarily  exposed  to  the  virus.  They  rarely 
speak  about  using  condoms. 

How  do  the  health 
professionals  know  that 
the  patient  is  a  prostitute? 

Brazilian  women  don’t  usually  go  to 
doctors  because  the  health  system  is  chaotic. 
They  go  because  they’re  pregnant,  or  want  to 
become  pregnant  or  because  they’re 
prostitutes.  Women  who  are  sexually  active 
and  unmarried  are  prostitutes.  They  are 
deemed  [prostitutes]  by  the  doctors,  and  then 
they  are  very  badly  treated.  It’s  common  [for 
doctors]  to  scrape  the  remains  of  the  fetus 
from  a  badly  done  abortion  without  using 
anesthesia,  as  a  punishment  to  the  woman. 

What  obstacles  remain  in 
organizing  female  and 
male  prostitutes? 


The  self-esteem  of  the  group,  which  is 
very  low  and  which  causes  them  not  to 
recognize  themselves  as  professionals.  They 
always  have  the  feeling  of  being  temporary: 
“I  am  here  because  I  didn’t  find  anything 
better,  but  very  soon  I’m  going  to  get  myself 
together  and  leave  this  life.”  Because  of  this, 
it’s  always  an  impermanent  situation  and 
difficult  to  think  of  an  organization. 

There’s  an  obsolete  penal  code,  that  sees 
organizations  [like  ours]  as  encouraging 
prostitution.  So  people  like  us,  for  example, 
can  be  punished  for  procuring,  that  is 
exploiting  prostitutes.  Any  association  can  be 
punished  by  this  law.  And  there’s  the 
prejudice  from  society.  Society  can  only  see 
the  work  that’s  been  done  [from  the] 
Church’s  [perspective],  and  can  only  see 
prostitutes  as  victims.  And  as  “victims”  they 
can  never  speak  about  organizing,  but  rather 
only  about  leaving  this  life. 

Do  you  have  anything  you 
would  like  to  add? 

No.  There  is  only  one  thing  I  would  like  to 
ask,  since  this  interview  will  come  out  in  the 
U.S.  Increasingly  there  is  traffic  of 
[Brazilian]  women  to  the  U.S.  and  Europe. 
Women  feel  a  great  seduction  to  live  in  the 
“First  World,”  to  engage  in  prostitution  there. 
They  earn  more  and  they’re  treated  better. 
And  we  don’t  have  a  lot  of  information  about 
what  happens  with  these  women,  about  the 
reality  they  face  when  they  arrive  in  those 
countries.  We  have  a  newspaper,  and  if 
people  can  send  information  about  what 
really  happens,  it  would  be  very  interesting 
and  we  could  make  it  public.  Just  that.  If  it’s 
possible.... 

Note:  Mar  Ilia  Andrade  da  Rocha  and  the 
Rede's  Prostitutes  and  Civil  Rights  Program 
can  be  reached  at:  Prostituigdo  e  Direitos 
Civis;  Instituto  de  Estudos  da  Religao; 
Ladeira  da  Gloria,  98;  Gloria  CEP  22211; 
Rio  de  Janeiro  Brazil. 

Thanks  to  Marcelo  Secron  Bessa  for  help 
with  this  tape  transcription. 

Jared  Braiterman  has  spent  two  summers 
in  Brazil  working  with  drag  queen  hookers. 
He  will  spend  the  1991-92  academic  year  in 
that  country  working  on  his  doctorate. 
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